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CLAYTON STATE COLLEGE

?MONSTER!
Unknown Creature Sighted
On Clayton State Campus

Officials at Clayton State College are investigating a report
filed by a studentwho claims to have seen a large unknown creature,
resembling an alligator, siglited Mondaymorning near the campus'
12-acre lake. The College's Department of Public Safety is seri-

ously investigating the report since five large footprints were

discovered to support the student's claim.
"We're seriously looking into this reported sighting," said H.

Scott Doner,Directorofthe DepartmentofPublic Safety atClayton
State. "Since footprints were found near the pump house, we have
to check into this a little further."

According to Public Safety records, Jolm A. Yates, Jr. of

Hampton, filed a miscellaneous incident report Monday morning,
April 18, after spotting "something like an alligatorwalking erect or
on hind legs" near the man-made lake at approximately 7:10 a.m.

Yates was taking a morning walk before class. Because of foggy
conditions around the lake, he could only describe the creature as

having a snout, a long tail and standing about six to ten feet tall.
The footprints were discovered by Clayton State officers when

Yates accompanied them to the site, a stone pump house located
next to the lake and adjacent to the College's Library. According to
a Clayton State Public Safety supplemental report, the five foot-

prints measured eighteen inches long, were six inches wide at the
heel and eleven inches wide near the toes. Each print had tliree toes
with claw marks and left impressions three inches deep and six feet
between steps.

The report speculated the approximate size of tlie alleged

creature to stand twelve feet andweigh nearly fivehundred pounds.
Doner had photographs taken of the footprints for further re\dwv.
No other evidencewas found near the footprints nordid anyoneebe
report seeing the creature.

Special Photo/CSC Public Information

CSC Chief of Police Scott Doner measures the stride of the

"Monster." This allows him to approximate the height of the
creature.
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In putting this special edition of The Bent
Tree together, efforts were made to find out as
much as possible about this unusual situation.
Chief Scott Doner, of the Clayton State Depart-
ment ofPublic Safety was interviewed regarding
the results ofhis investigations into the sightings.
Those results are reported on the front page of
this issue.

But there is more to the story than just this
recent report of a sighting and the discovery of
footprints. Robert C. Bolander, Dean of Stu-
dents, was also interviewed.

Dean Bolander, who has been at CSC since
1970, had knowledge of past sightings and was

able to provide additional information for this
issue. While he has heard rumors about an

amphibious “monster” of some type, for more
than two decades, he related a story told to him by
a former reporter for this paper. That reporter,
who subsequently moved to another state, had a

chilling tale to tell. Dean Bolander tried to relate
what he described as the 62nd version of stories
he had heard in the words ofthat former reporter.
Here is that story.

It was a misty, cool Sunday
afternoon - January 2, 1994. I was

strolling around Clayton State

College’s big lake, trying to collect
my thoughts for a final article for
the first issue ofWinterQuarter for

THE The Bent Tree. Lost in thought, I
5TORY was quickly called back to reality

TTART5,,. by agentleman standing and gazing
into the mist. He introduced him-
selfas the newman on campus; that
his first “official” day ofwork was
tomorrow - January 3. Then he
asked if I saw somethingmoving in
the mist. I said “yes”...and then

began to explain what I thought it
might be. Afterjustafewwords,he
encouragedme to continue andgive
him the complete story. I indicated
that I wasn’t certain there was a

complete story, but that I hadpieced
the “facts” together from a variety
ofsources. This was the story I told
him.

„,AT THE It began in 1969. That sum-

PEGWWWG,,, meranew, small junior college first
opened its doors just south of At-
lanta. As it rushed to complete
buildings, walkways and the ma-

chinery to process and teach stu-

dents, Clayton Junior College was

overwhelmed by the response. Ev-

erything seemed incomplete. Yet
the doors opened on time to the
more than 900enthusiastic, talented
students.

The high academic expecta-
tions in the classroom were there
from the beginning and the students
enjoyed the challenges. But even
the strenuous biology and chemis-

try labs could not totally satisfy the
...TALEWTEO intellectual curiosity of those most

ANO BRIGHT... talented and brightest. Those stu-

dents soon began to take their ex-

periments beyond the lab and out

into the beautiful campus.
Often they could be seen at the

College lakes takingwater samples.
They discovered a research lab in
the community to continue their
work in the late evening and early
morning hours. The lake samples

GREAT... were great environmental experi-
EYPER1MENT5.., ments. Evenmore exciting for them

were the genetic experiments. Soon
theirexperiments spilledover-both
figuratively and literally—onto the

campus. Increasingly they cou Id be
seen daily, wearing their lab coats,
filledwith test tubesofstrangemix-
tures.

THE EVENT

...A5TR10E THE

ANCHOVIE5...

...AT BIRTH.,.

...STRAIGHT
A 5**»

It was in December of 1969
that THE event occurred. After an

evening of celebrating their final

exams, several of those students

gathered formoonlight pizza by the
great pond at Clayton State Col-

lege. The farthest thing from the

young revelers’ minds was their

experimental research projects. Un-
fortunately, it was not far from the

pizza. In fact, some ofthe mysteri-
ous concoction spilled from a tube
in one oftheir lab coats, producing
a soft green-blue-orange glow
astride the anchovies.

Realizing their mistake, they
tossed the pizza, frisbee-like, across
the pond. The glowing disk sank

slowly into the area rumored to be

bottomless, finally coming to rest

over a deep crevice. Fed by pure
alluvial waters from the planet’s
core, bathed in the perfect mix of
nucleic acids, carbohydrates, the
remnants of an old farm pond and
the pepperoni, the mixture took on
a new form.

Exploding onto the horizon,
the form appeared to take on a life
ofits own. Afterwards, the amazed
students confided to each other that
each was certain the form had spo-
ken to them. But none believed the

haunting voicepromising themgood
grades until their report cards ar-

rived. Eachofthe “best and bright-
est” had received all “A’s”.

Curious and excited, they re-
turned to the sight of the explosion
the next evening. The darkness was
lighted by a blue and orange glow,
surrounded by a silvery green haze.

. Special Photo/CSC Public Information
Chief Doner, after measuring the depth of the footprint impression,
concluded that the unknown enttity must weigh in excess of600 pounds.

Special Photo/CSC Public Information
John A. Yates, Jr., (I) the witness to the sighting and Chief Doner (r)
cordoned off the area with crime scene tape to preserve the evidence.
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F rom theglow came a voice, clearly
...LOCH audible to all. It said: “Hi! Wei-

5PEAK5.,. come back. My name is LOCH.
Thanks for setting me free. This
looks like a beautiful place to call
home. It's much nicer than the

5WAMP...swamp of my earlier life. The

WAS ROWOY... swamp was rowdy. Here I feel
safe. 1 think I’ll stay fora while; but

...A S^CPïïT don’t tell anyone. Good-bye for

TO KÇPT„. now. Justcallwhenyouneedhelp.”
And before the students could re-

spond, the voice and the glow van-

ished, and the lake was again dark
and silent.

Stunned, the students stared
at each other in the quiet aftermath.
Finally, one spoke... confused... be-
mused .. "whatever I just saw and

heard, whether it's real or not, I

know one thing. I’ll becoming back
w'hencver 1 need just a little extra

...TPP help; whatever that w'as, 1 think it’s

LUCKY... Lucky. And I can always use a little
extra luck.” No more was said.
The others merely shook theirheads
in agreement and quietly disbursed
into the night, each with their pri-
vate thoughts.

Legend has it that each of
these students returnedmany times
that academic year. Facts show
that each continued to get straight
A’s the remainder of their career at

Clayton. Increasingly, LOCH be-

came affectionately known, among
those few students w'ho knew, as

LOCH THE LUCKY.

In the next few years, the LEG-

...THÏÏ END ofLOCH THE LUCKYgrew
LEGÏÏNP ... slowly ... very slowly. Theemo-

GROW5... tions of those “in the know” were
tom betw'een “w'ill I be believed if I
tell about LOCH” and “do I really
want others to know about the good
fortuneassociatedw ith LOCHTHE
LUCKY”.

As the Luck of the Laker be-
came more widespread, even more

fascinating stories of Loch’s ori-

gins emerged. Some suggest that it
is really the original Lock Ness

monster, smuggled home from a

...SCOTLAWO...? Scottish golf trip by a few College
alumni in 1972. Others suggest it is

...BLUE-TATLÏÏO the rare blue-tailedmole skinktrans-

MOLÏÏ 5KI^^<?... planted from its south Florida habi-
tat by a few students returning from
their spring break in 1971. Still
others suggest sueh implausible tales
that this reporter hesitates to record
them without further supportive
verification.

...CAPTURER Only one photographofLOCH
ON FILM... THE LUCKY is known to exist.

Captured by lens in 1973, the pic-
ture was printed in the 1973-1974

College yearbook. Some argued
that it failed to capture the real

essence ofLOCH. Even then, how-
ever, students disputed the sighting,
questioned the legend, and dis-
counted the photograph with more

worldly explanations. Those who
knew it was a LOCH sighting tried
to downplay the event.

...THE
LAK^R
WA5COT...

...THE
5TORY

TOLR...

This is a reduced scale reproduction of one of the

footprints discovered on the shore of the big
lake near the pumphouse by the library.

THE ACTUAL FOOTPRINTS MFASURFP
APPPO'X'IMATFLY IÔ INCHES LONG.

The footprints were reported on the

morning of April 17. Anyone
having further information
should contact the Dean of

Students in D-217.

The closest public unveil-

ing of LUCKY came in the late
1980s. As Clayton StateCollege
entered the intercollegiate ath-
letic area, the College polled the
student body for MASCOT rec-

ommendations. A group of
LOCH THE LUCKY friends
decidedLOCH needed tobecome
the MASCOT. Hiding Loch’s
real identity, the students ran

LOCH under the LAKERS la-

bel. True to all that LOCH THE
LUCKYhas been associatedwith
on this campus, the LAKERS
won. It became the MASCOT.
Those in the know debated
w hether or not to make it known
that the LAKER MASCOT w'as

really LOCH THE LUCKY
Laker. Even so, perhaps not

merely coincidentally, the most

active supporters at the early
games found themselves known
as the Rowdy Crowd. Most sup-
porters continued to insiston pub-
lie secrecy but I knew LOCHwas

real and that was what was mov-

ing in the mist.
As I finished telling the story,

the gentleman looked at me with
interest. His first words were

“Gee, they didn’t tel! me, when I
interviewed for the Presidency,
about the legends ofLOCH THE

LUCKY”. My stumbling next

words were that I suspected only
a fewcurrent students and alumni
had witnessed actual LOCH

sightings. And all of us, I was

sure, had not mentioned it to oth-
ers for fear of being branded in

the same fashion as those who

reported UFO sightings. He was
kind in calming my concerns.

Now that I had bared my
soul and told all to the new Presi-
dent... the President ofall people

.. and enjoyed both his initial

reaction and his soothing and

humorous responses, I decided to

put the storv' to print and to ask

for your help. Please share \ our

stories, your sightings, your so-
lutions to help explain this re-

markablemascot... LOCH “THE

LUCKY” LAKER. Send them

to me:

c/o Loch Sightings
The Bent Tree
Dean of Students Office

Clayton State College
P.d Box 285

Morrow, GA 30260
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Rumored feeding areas
Clayton State College Campus

Footprints discovered

Creative center sightings (fingerpainting in the art room)?

Getting down to business sightings

Biology lab (checking on possible relatives in captivit;

Strange comings & goings sighted (food missing
from the cafeteria and T-shirts missing from the

bookstore)

Patio (dozing in the new patio furniture)

Rumored sunbathing area

Second floor retreat? (shadows on the screen in^-lS) .

•

Technical sightings (cryptic writing on the

drafting boards in T-118)

A Bldg - Lost in Admissions (In the process
or in the computer system)?

Library - Video - lost in stacks - making
copies - Librarian told him to leave
because he was making too much noise

Pumphouse "Home"?

April '94 sighting reported

January '94 sighting reported

Only known picture of actual sighting
(1974 College annual)

A modern day phantom at Spivey Hall

Spotted riding the glass walled Elevators in
the Continuing Education building

To Highway54
Nicknamed the swamp—a rowdy rough place for visiting teams to try to survive

Prehistoric mounds -birthplace of ancestors?

Clayton Stale
Boulevaid

North LeeStieet

SGA ^FAÏÎCH FOR tOCH PURmC
A^r^ruAt SPRING Ftwc

OnTuesday andWednesday,May
17 and 18, the Clayton State College
Student Government Association
(SGA) will be sponsoring a "Loch
Search" as a part of their 1994 Spring
Fling, The sightings of footprints and
a supposed monster, that was reported
to the Clayton State Public Safety Of-
fice on Monday, April 18, 1994, has
the SGA determined to be at the fore-

front of the search for additional foot-
prints which may be at various loca-
tions around the campus.

SGA members decided to focus
their attention, during this popular,
annual event, on the recent sightings.
In order to maintain a sense ofsecurity
during the Spring Fling, SGA will be
hosting four searches for footprints.
The search for additional footprints

will take place from Noon-1:00 p.m.
and from 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. on

Tuesday, May 17, and again on

Wednesday, May 18. All students
who stumble across a footprintwill be
awarded an exclusive Spring Fling '94
T-shirt. For more information about
how to participate in the search please
contact an SGA member.

The Spring Fling is an annual
event which also offers members of
the College community a great lunch

at a bargain price. The meal (which
will be prepared by many of the most

popular senior faculty and staffmem-
bers of the College) will consist of a
grilled hamburger or hot-dog with
chips and a limited edition squeeze
bottle filled with either iced tea or

lemonade. The price is $1.50 per
meal. The SGA welcomes invites all
members of the College community
and their families to join in the search
for Loch at this year's Spring Fling.


