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EveryLaborDayweekend, fans, geeks,
gamers, role-players, cos-players, fur-
ries, storm troopers, comic lovers,
writers, readers, artists, performers,
freeloaders, and pretty much every-
one else who isn’t a bank executive
descends on Atlanta to attend the an-

nual Dragon*Con Convention.
2007 marked the twenty-year an-

niversery of the convention. Over

20,000 people attended this year, a

dramatic change from the 1987 fig-
ure of 1,400. The convention is one of
the largest in the nation, rivaled only

Dragon*Con
by ComicCon in San Diego with 125
thousand swarming the city.
One of the highlights of the conven-

tion is the Saturday morning pa-
rade where nearly everyone with a

costume marches. Groups of storm

troopers, Hogwarts wizzards, vam-

pires and SG-i platoons make their
way down Peachtree Street. Tickets
are cheap now for next year and prie-
es increase steadily until the event.

Give it a try, you won’t regret it.
www.dragoncon.org — kevin pratt

manor FranMin leaar
Frexnmnn Canuacaiian
Monday August 27th was

the second annual New Stu
dent Convocation and Recep-
tion at Spivey Hall. This year,
the Office of Orientation and
New Student Programs in-
vited Mayor Shirley Franklin
to he the keynote speaker.
Her speech, “Leadership and
Civic Engagement” was a

call to action to all incoming
freshman to be their best—to
become the leaders of tomor-
row.

Guest speaker ludge Gail
Buckner is a Clayton State
Alumnus and Democratic
Representative for Jones-
boro. Her charge was the im-

portance of graduation, and
with great spirit, she shared
fond memories of her matric-
ulation at Clayton State.
The Convocation ended
with a student procession
through faculty and staff led
by Dr. Tom Barnett. Fresh-
men were applauded for
their accomplishments thus
far and to serve as a sign of
support from faculty for
their matriculation at Clay-
ton State University.
— CHRISTINA SEMPLE
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On the 6th anniversary of Sept, nth,members ofClay-
ton State and the surrounding community came to-

gèther to reflect on the tragedies of 9/11 and Hurricane
Katrina.ThisprogramwashostedbySGAandorganized
by the SGA Student Affairs Chair, Chevonder Caeser.
She quickly introduced important guests in atten-

dance, including Company 13 from the Clayton
County Fire Dept.. The evenfbegan with a tribute per-
formance by the Clatyon State gospel choir, and con-

tinned with opening remarks by SGA president, Wil-

liams Azubeke. He reminded us to, “keep the families
of those that lost their lives in our prayers.”

The Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs, Dr.
Elaine Manglitz, spoke about howmuch Clayton State

had grown since these disasters occured. A member
fromCompany 13 of theClayton Co. Fire Dept spoke on
behalfofthemen andwomen that protect our country.
“September 11 th is aday that affectedeveryone,” he said
as he told us howmembers of the Clayton County Fire

Dept, were affected indirectly by the attack.
Caeser stepped forward again to give an emotional epi-
logue on her journey to Clayton State University after
the Hurricane Katrina disaster. “They didn’t have to ac-

cept me here,” she explainedwhile she held back tears.
Dr. Brian L. Haynes, Vice President of Student Affairs,
closed out the ceremony with insight into how Sep-
tember nth was “a defining moment of this genera-
tion of college students.” He concluded that it would
be up to this generation to decide how Sept, nth will
affect everyone. Avis Adams, a Clayton State student,
closed the ceremony in song, allowing all in atten-

dance to reflect on the tragedies ofSeptember i ith and

Hurricane Katrina. — B. carzo

PHOTOGRAPHS BY Marqucz Hardaway (top) and Jamal El-Amin (ri^ht)
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August 24th marked the ceremonial

beginning of the housing and student

activity center construction projects,
expected to be complete fall 2008. The
groundbreaking ceremony, held indoors
in Spivey Hall, was used to remember
the purpose of the facility: "to meet the

higher education needs of this region,”
said Clayton State President Dr. Thomas

Harden. "To fulfill that purpose we have
to do more all the time to insure student
success...We need to provide a residential

experience for the first time to full-time
freshman. There also needs to be more

opportunities on campus for activities

for all students.” He continued, "This is

a major, major change on this campus.”
— ALECIA BROWN

The roomwas packedwith students lin-
ing the glass walls of the Main Street Pod on
Wednesday September 19th, notebooks ready
to take notes on the day’s ‘Times Talk’. Dr.
Gene Hatfield and Dr. Joe Conrado, the event
leaders, stood in themiddle of the room oh-
serving the students
while engaged in a

quiet conversation.
Within moments
more chairs had to
be brought in to accommodate the twenty-five
interested students. Once everyone was seated
Dr. Hatfield welcomed them, indicating that he
wished for the first discussion to center on the

I Patriot Act and just how farwewill allow the
government to go in bending the constitution
before the war is over.
Later Dr. Hatfield confided that he was very
pleased in the turnout, delighted that somany
had showed upwithout prior knowledge of
the refreshmentsbeing providedby TheMéw
York Times. He said it was “a good number for a
healthyvigorous discussion...weweren’t try-

f ing for a large number.”
This was just one of theConstitutionWeek
2007 events thatwent on during theweekof
September 17th. It startedwith Sylvia L Lovely,
president ofNewCities Institute, a nonprofit

organization that encourages citizens to become
involved in their 21st century commimities and
to build the kind ofworld and future that they
desire.Dr. Hatfield remarked that her Keynote
Address “How ‘We the People’ Can Become Com-
munity Patriots” had awonderful turnout, that

they completely filled up the room. Tuesday fol-
lowedwith the reservation onlyWomen’s Forum
Luncheon featuring LTC Stephanie L. Stephens,
Office of the StaffJudge Advocate, U.S. Army
FORSCOM, FortMcPherson,Georgia. However,
these programs were just leadingup to the high-
light of theweek.
Wednesday, asmentioned above,was the first
in a series of ‘Times Talks’ thatwdll occur every
twoweeks inwhich theywill discuss issues of
importance in TheNew York Times. The topicswill
range anywhere from Health Care, Economics,
Science, to Politics. Dr.Hatfield hadn’t decided
on the topic for the nextmeeting at the time but
encouraged attendees to purpose articles and top-
ics, perhaps even spokesmen for upcomingmeet-
ings. These talks are sponsored by TheNew York
Times in their very active campus program ‘The

American Democracy Project’which promotes
civic engagement ofpublic college campuses
nationwide. In the future he hoped discussions
will be facilitated by both students and faculty.
However, the mostmeaningful program in
the opinion ofDr. Hatfield was the reading of

the constitution,
which took place
at the finale on

Thursday. This
event took place

in the University Center Commons where
Clayton State President Dr. Thomas K. Harden
introduced it, followed by awonderful perfor-
manee ofpatrioticmusic by Mezzo-Soprano
LiannaWimberly. In addition, copies of the
constitution were passed out to those attend-
ing orwalking past.
WithCongress now requiring all institutions
receiving federal aid to have an event com-
memorating the constitution nationwide, stu-
dents can expect to see similar events next year.
“Wewant it to be fresh and different next year”
says Dr. Hatfield, promising next year partici-
pants some of the same elements,while juicing
it upwith new ones. ConstitutionWeek was re-
flective of the hard work ofDr. Joe Corrado, Dr.
MarkMay, and thePolitical Science Students
Association.— seanna williamson

(pongrem- itoto YCfiairiitg aftín^títatiom reteitingfed-eralaid to ftiwe an event toimneinorating tfœ ton^itidion...



The Clayton State men’s

basketball team is prepar-
ing for another winning
season. The 2006-07 sea-

son was one of the best in

Clayton State Men’s bas-
ketball history. Clayton
State started the season

with a 17 game winning
streak and ended the sea-

son with a 24-8 record.

They were ranked No.

2 for eight weeks in the
NCAA Division II polls,
and made their first ap-
pearance in the NCAA

Division II National Tour-
nament.

To continue the success

of the program, Coach
Gibbons has signed eight
new recruits. Among the
new recruits are

Division I

senior
trans-

f e r.

Armel Traore dit Nignan from Drake

University. Traore dit Nignan is a 6-8,
240 pound power forward, who will
add experience and size to the team.

Also signingwith Clayton State is lo-
cal recruit freshman power forward,
Torrin Green. This is a great achieve-
ment for theClayton State basketball
program in their efforts to recruit lo-
cal high school players.
With the addition of eight new tal-
ented recruits and 6 returning play-
ers, there is no doubt that the men’s
team is looking to make their second
appearance in the NCAA Division II
National Tournament.

Clayton State is scheduled to open
the season with an exhibition game
against the University of Georgia.
This is the first time the Clayton
State Men’s basketball teamwill face
a Division I opponent. The Georgia
match-up will allow Clayton State
the opportunity to demonstrate
their ability to compete, and de-
feat a Division I program like the

Dawgs.
Opportunities such as this

one are indicators that Clayton
State Men’s basketball is receiv-

ing the national notoriety it
deserves as an elite program in

the Peach Belt Conference. Un-
der the guidance of the most

successful coach in Clay-
ton State Men’s bas-
ketball history, this
team will no doubt
have their eye on the

prize, the national

championship.—
NICHELLE LENTON

If I could sit down
and have a conver-

sation with Michael
Vick, I would probably
ask him this question
first, “Mike, do you
think you have an un-

der-developed frontal
cortex?” He would prob-
ably stare at me for a

second, wondering
why no other sports

writer has ever asked him this

question. Then, he would prob-
ably say, “Nah”. I would then say
to him, “Mike, the frontal cortex
is located inside the place where
you put your helmet on when you
play football, and it is responsible
for your decision making, ofmany
things.” Once again there would be
the awkward silence, and then he

would most likely say, “no com-

ment.”

handedly take apart the Minnesota
Vikings, I immediately went to
Foot Locker and purchased a Vick

jersey. That is the effect this young
man had upon the league and fans.
The NFL saw dollar signs, and fans
saw the second coming ofMichael
Jordan, only in shoulder pads and
cleats.

You either loved him, or you hated
him. There was, and still is, no gray
area when it comes to the public’s
opinion of the dog fighter himself.
If you listen to talk radio in Atlanta,
as I do, one caller believes he is the

greatest quarterback ever, while
the next caller believes that Vick is
not intelligent enough to be an NFL

quarterback, and should simply run
the ball for the Falcons. Wow, not

intelligent enough! This is the po-

larizing effect Michael Vick has had
on Atlanta, and now the country,
because of the dog-fighting.

Of course this conversation never

happened, but this was one of the

ways I tried to rationalize why such
a gifted and wealthy athlete would
jeopardize everything to fight dogs.

pended indefinitely by the National
Football League, and could possibly
face a prison sentence of up to five

years. His leisure activity of dog
fighting has not only cost him mil-

lions in endorsements and salary,
but he has now become the rallying
figure for all animal rights activists
to rail against. Did you know that

notes from Vick’s apology speech
are being auctioned for approxi-
mately $10,000? The proceeds from
the sale are allegedly being donated
to animal rights organizations.
Americans truly love their pets,
to the point where human beings
are moved down the hierarchy for
rescue missions; save the dogs and
cats, we will come back for the hu-

man beings on the roofs of these
homes—remember Katrina?

I feel victimized, because I paid
$59.99 for that jersey, and I can’t
return it to Foot Locker without a

receipt. The fans feel victimized,
because now they have to watch
Joey Harrington quarterback their
beloved Falcons. The National
Football League feels victimized,

because one of
their most recog-
nized and mar-
ketable faces,
is now going to
federal prison. I

believe Michael Vick has finally be-

gun to use his frontal cortex, albeit

late, when he spoke these words
at his press conference after plead-
ing guilty to federal dog fighting
charges; “I’m more disappointed in
myself, if anything. It’s because of
all the young people, young kids.
I’ve let down, who look at Michael
Vick as a role model”.

As any good reporter would do.
I’d have followed up with Mike.
I called him and asked, “Mike, it
is all over the news, you tested

positive for marijuana, you know
they test you before trial, right?”
Again, the awkward silence, and he

replies, “I messed up, didn’t I?” Yes
Mike, you messed up.
— ROLAND BENTOITJR.

If you are not aware, Michael
Vick has plead guilty to federal dog
fighting charges. He has been sus-

Since the day Michael Vick was
drafted #i by the Atlanta Falcons,
I have been a fan. I am a New York

Jet, but the day I saw #7 single

Roland Beniot Jr. is Managing
Editor of Bent Tree News and

an avid sports tan.
Tell him what you think via

email: RolandBeniot@BTreeNews.com



For those who thinkClayton State is only
known for academics, think again. Thewomen’s
basketball team continued theirwinningways
by going 26-9,winning the Peach BeltConference
andAdvancing to theNCAATournament,where
they lost in the “Final Four.” CoachDennisCox,
the head coach of the women’s team, sat down
withusandgave the inside scoop onhow last sea-
son ended inhis eyes andwhat they look forward
to achieving this season.

BTN: In youropinion how did the season end for
your team?

DC: Obviously itwas a dream season, because
success like thatdoesn’thappeneveryyear, things
fell into placewith team chemistry and looking
back, itwas an awesome season.
BTN:What do you think contributed to team
chemistry last season?
DC:Having a good groupofkids that are évaluât-
ednotonly inathleticability,butalso in character
which is real important to us.
BTN: How does the addition ofBrittneyHall and
TierraYates change the dynamic of the team?
DC: I am not sme because TierraYateswas a late
signee but a great player and solid defender. Brit-
tanyHallwillnotplay this seasonwhich is ablow
to us butwewill red shirt her and look forward
to seeing her playing for us. Shanrika Hardeman
will make in impact for us (transferred from
Columbus State) she knows this league and I am
tickled that she is playing for our side now.

BTN:What do you thinkwas the greatest challenge you
had to overcome last season?

DC: Therewere a couple that come tomind,we lost a
player to injuryandwithonly 10 scholarships it can cause
a concern for depth and the second obstacle was getting
stale and dropping three of four conference games. Itwas
a lowpoint in the season,butwe did some soul searching
andwent back to the basics and did not lose again until
Nebraska.

BTN:What teamswill be the biggest challenge on the
2007-2008 schedule?
DC:Thiswill be the toughest Peach Belt Conference ever,
but our two historically tough teams are Georgia College
andColumbus State. However, LanderUniversitywill be
our biggest challenge as they cotdd be themost talented
team in the division.

BTN: Describe some of the traditions you andyour staff
have outsideofbowlingandcommunityservicewith the
team.

DC: I think I have said this in every interview I have
donewhen people talk about our success. The chemistry
part is important, but there is something special about
us that I cannot claim, and it is not something I brought
but something I learned from CoachGordon Gibbons
and that is “The Press,” the defensive style ofplay thatwe
run. Coach G’s insight has broughtmy team consistent
success,which is something I have not had inmy career.
Every player that comes into the program knows that af-
ter Labor Day, they have to run 5 miles tomeasurewhere
we are in conditioningandwhatwe need towork on. The
girls are in real good shape, we change bodies because of
theway we play.

BTN: How do you replace the leadership ofyour
top three scorers that graduated last year?
DC:WeGraduated 6 seniors and I am not too con-

cerned,we have 4 returning players in Roberta
Phillips, Lynette Jackson,ShantelRagin,MarieSt.
Fort.This is theworst clichébutwe donot rebuild
here,we reload. Iworry about replacing the char-
acter on the team, but I feelwe are alright; I am
still getting to know these girls.
BTN: The schoolWeb site has you slated towin
the title this year.
DC: Don’tmisunderstand the headline on the
school athletic site. The reason our schedule has
a “national title” feel to it, is becausewere play-
ing the national champs from last year. Having a

tough schedule gives this program attention and
we accept that attentionand could possibly be

.i .T-

I feel the right coach has the right team, and I
hope thatyouwill joinmeand thewreckingcrew
aswe show our support for the women’s basket-
ball team. It’s easy to support a team from a dis-
tance, butwhat’s stopping you from being pres-
ent the night history is made? Sometimes a little
help can go a longway; thewomen’s basketball
team is proofof that. Showyour face in the place
and support our Lakers.— shane mccrary

Shane McCrary (Sports@BTreeNews.com) is
the Sports Editor for Bent TreeNews.

PHOTOGRAPH BY Kcvin Pratt



Ifyou are one

of the students
piivileged to
hive taken Dr.

David Ludley’s
Art History (Art

3500) you may be interested in some art

«.«.«.«H jj history about David Ludley.
:: Dr. Ludley began his career as a sought

after artist when he was young. As an
k:»»:::: eight year old, he entered a promotional

competition for the movie, "The Fly", and
won first prize. If you remember the kid
in school who drew amazing sketches,
Ludley was one of them. You could say all

§ artists have something up their sleeve,
*“““**” and for Ludley this is literal, because, from

then on, he was often asked to draw ‘tat-
*22222*****

a ”11 toos’ on his classmates’ arms and hands.

^ J Although Ludley admits his parents may

^1 ítí:¡¿
”

have been skeptical of this new hobby, he
explains the skepticism “reinforced his

4J interest in art considerably.” However, as
n IIa high school student, he was discouraged

•« SSSSSS
^ 1 t 1 •

•••.. from taking art because as was the belief

m H 1: at the time, “art was just for students who
weren’t going to college.”

4J .. After high school, he set out on a journey
^ :::: to retrace the footsteps of famous explorer,
U Steven Mac. While in California, he re-

m ceived his first “A” in an art course, which
•• ••

^

LL directed him back to Illinois. There, he

began pursuing his passion for art.While
a student at Illinois State University, he
was awarded a commission to paint a se-

ries ofmurals in the student union. Ludley
remembers his jeans, hair and especially
his boots being covered in paint. He at-

tracted so much attention, in fact, that he
eventually had to work long hours at night
and listened to Santana to complete the
project.
Like any great teacher, Ludley is always
looking for new ways to make his lec-
tures more effective. He practices what he
preaches as well, as is evidenced by stu-
dent comments. If you’d like a chuckle, it’s
worth checking out the comments about
him on RateMyProfessors.com.
Ever a student of the arts, Ludley’s con-
tinned research in art history has garnered
him two Fulbright Scholarships, which
have taken him to Thailand, Israel, and
Egypt. These experiences enrich his les-
sons with amulti cultural flavor. He has

presented at numerous conferences, been
published in periodicals, and was selected
as “one of the foremost art historians of

Georgia” to present at the Museum of
Art. However, he does not ignore the other
muses, for he is an avid writer and musi-
cian. He is currentlywriting a novel about
his travels out west, which highlights
Indian Mythology. After researching hu-

mor as a teaching technique, he published
From Snickers to Substance; Parody as a

Pedagogical Tool. Additionally he writes
poetry, and for years, has been the advi-
sor for the Cygnet. As a musician, Ludley
played in "Kelly’s Seed and Feed Marching
Aboinables” in which he and his compatri-
ots were voted the most mischievous band.
But what is most dear to him are his three

children, Justin, Nicholas, and Marissa. All
three are either teaching or studyingmath
or science.

Perhaps in a way, you can relate to this

story. Perhaps you have some talents that
are bubbling up under the surface, and
your experience here at Clayton State
will be the fertile ground to unearth and

develop your potential. Take the next step
and discover what might be hidden up
your sleeve. — vicki fair

Bookstore toReturn toStudentCenter
In fall 2008, The Clayton State University bookstore will return to its original location; The Student Center. The move comes after recent plans were drafted to
expand the University's dining hall. The relocation of the bookstore is one of many adjustments that have resulted from the gradual increase in student popu-
lation, and subsequently, the development of freshman dormitories. If As Clayton State University rapidly evolves, change is necessary. “Our goal is to serve

the campus more effectively and efficiently,” said bookstore manager Walter Moore. He explained his desire to be more effective with merchandising choices,
goods, and products, particularly because of the addition of dormitories. “Stores at other universities have a lot more goods and services for students that board
at the school,” said Moore. If The bookstore expansion and relocation project will be funded by The Office of Business and Operations. According to Moore, the

organization spearheads the development of new facilities at the University. “They have the wallet,” he said, although David Hefflin, Vice President of Business

81 Operations, makes the final decision. ^ Currently, The Office of Business and Operations is waiting for approval from the Board of Regents of the University
System of Georgia, before they can distribute any funds that would apply to the project. “We will build a better bookstore,” explained Mr. Moore, who has held

the position of bookstore manager since May 14th 2007, when he was hired to replace Jenny Godby, who retired. At the end of the interview, he requested that
students and faculty continue to visit the bookstore Website, which will also be upgraded. If Finally, he asks all students to “stay in touch, keep supporting us.

Things will get better. In another year or so, you are going to like what you see."— mellissa rolle

PHOTOGRAPH BY McllisSa Rollc



Renovations,additionalclasses.andnewscholarships
are just some of themajor changes in thebuilding that
nowhouses both theContinuingEducation andNurs-
ing Programs. Even a new graduate program has been
added, taking students to new levels of success.
Some had themisconception that the Continuing
Educationwould decrease in program size due to com-
bined housingwith the Nursing program; however,
it is prospering and has also added a fewmorework-
shops, such as the Landscape-Horticulture Certificate
Program that willmeet at lo a.m. onWednesdays,
from October 3rd through February 3rd, and the
World-ClassPracticesinManufacturingOrganizations
workshop thatwill be heldWednesday, October 17th
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. A total of twenty classeswill be
added to the program.
Also, the lower level ismaking room for a new
Simulation Lab scheduled to open this fall accord-
ing to John Shiffert, Director ofUniversity Relations.
Three rooms arebeing clearedwhile funding is sought
in order to supply and install the equipmentwhich is
expected to “enhance clinical practice for undergradu-
ate students,” said Shiffert. The state of the art equip-
mentwill provide students with simulated patient
scenarios thatwill give them an advantage upon enter-
ing theworkforce. “Lab simulation and actual patient
care scenarios help students become more attuned to
problems they are likely to encounter in the clinical
world before actually workingwith real patients,”
saidKatrinaBarnes, R.N.,M.S.N.AssistantProfessorof
Nursing and Lab Coordinator.
The new labwill be divided into three sections. First,
the far end has been established for critical carewith
resemblance ofan ICU (Intensive CareUnit) that will
havemanikinswith life-like features. The state of the

artmaniquins, named Sim Man and Sim baby, “actu-
ally talk and can be programmedwith a variety of
physiological problems,” such as elevation in blood
pressure. Additionally, to make themmore realistic
said Barnes, "other symptoms ofhypertension such
as the application of cheek blush to create a flushed
appearance and having the ‘patient’ complain of a
headachewill addmore of a reality dimension to the
simulation.”
Themiddle section is being designated as a health as-
sessment labwhere student nurses can practice giving
physicals. “Itwill also have a classroom-type set up for
lectures, presentations, and demonstrations,” added
Shiffert.
The section thatwill be towards the frontwill be set
up similarly to the already present lab with hospital
beds,where studentswill be able to practice proce-
dures such as administratingmedications and the
insertion of Foley catheters, alongwith injections,
changing linens, learning the operation ofStryker
beds, and other clinical techniques.
Significant financial additions will also be made to
the Nursing program. The program received $1.6mil-
lion in scholarshipmoney for “Minority and Socially
Disadvantaged Students,” said Dr. Sue Odom, Coordi-
nator for the Master ofScience ofNursing program.
Also, additional financial aidwill be available to dis-
advantaged students. The School ofNursing received
a $50,000 grant from the Kaiser Foundation Health
Plan ofGeorgia, Inc.Over the last five years, Kaiser has
givenournursing students $250,000 in scholarships to
Clayton State nursing students. “This year, theywant-
ed to domore. EvonneYancey,DirectorofGovernment
andCommunityAffairs forKaiser, sent an award letter

to Dr. LisaEichelberger,DeanoftheSchool ofNursing.
“As you know, our organization has worked hard to
improve thenursing shortage inGeorgiabycontribut-
ing over $700,000 for nursing scholarships over the
past five years.This grantwill allow us to address this
issue by providing support beyond nursing scholar-
ships,” the letter stated.
With this major financial support, grants can be
awarded to nursing studentswith particular needs
andmeet the prescribed criteria. According to Eichel-
berger, “It’s impossible to cover all the needs of the
school in one proposal.” Eichelberger also goes on to
share howwell the grant “dovetailswith our Nurs-
ingWorking Diversity grant," (recently awarded
by the Department ofHealth and Human Services
Health Resources and Services Administration). “It
fills in a gap we were unable to subsidizewith that
grant.”
Alongwith the Nursing program receivingmore
funding for grants and scholarships, a graduate pro-
gram has been addedwhere scholars can obtain their
MSN (Master ofScience in Nursing). The program also
intends to sponsor a workshop for the other faculty
grantees in the Atlanta area in the spring. This work-
shop is designed to assistnursing facultywithmentor-
ing, cultural competencies, and strategies for teaching
culturally diverse students.
Finally, the nursing labs are also undergoing amajor
renovation that will make them three times bigger
in size, according to Odom. With new state-of-the art
equipment to make lectures more hands on and com-
prehensive, thecompletionofthe renovation ishighly
anticipated by students and faculty. Odom said that
the renovation should be done by October.
— ALECIA BROWN photograph by -Veronica Ingram



— ALECIA BROWN

Organizations at the Student Involvement Fair and Cookout showedwhat they had to offer in the booths that filled the UC Quad on September
26th.Theannual fairattractedover threehundredstudents.Laterthat day, followingthesoulfulperformancesby the school gospel choir, adynamic
dance number from the trio that represented Illusions dance team and a death-defying show from the LakerCheerleaders, fraternities and sorori-
ties put their best foot forward in a step showcase that held the audience captive. Public Safety estimated attendance to be over seven hundred.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY Ciji Fox and Kevin Pratt



Cteyton State’s firstBachelors of Arts in Theater
WÎH be awarded to Brittany Loffert, a true star of

Clayton Theater. She has not only played the lead
inplays on campus, she was popular in her profes-
sional role in Catherine Triechmann’s “Crooked.”
She attributes much of her fortunes to the Theater
Department here and, in particular, Prof. Phillip
Depoy.

of theater,” she elaborated. She especially appreci-
ates his real world examples and that he brings
working theater professionals to interact with
the students. “I’m very lucky to have him as a role
model for my career.”

Loffert never thought she would be a part of
something so personal nor that it would happen
in her four years here. Theater has her see things

Her first play here with DePoy was “Hamlet the
Musical.” She says it was amazing to start with

a show like that because it was a new ap-

proach and Prof. DePoy had written the

music himself. She also performed in
“Coffee Girl,” which was a student

production, as well as, “A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream” in which
DePoy brought in JeffWatkins,
the Artistic Director of the Shake-

speare Tavern, to direct the show.

Loffert also performed in “The
Conference of the Birds” and
last semester’s “A Little Girl
in Green Shoes.” Her favorite
role (it was an impressive
performance) was in “A Little
Girl in Green Shoes.” It was

challenging and she’s always
played in comedic roles and

light-hearted plays, but
this was deeply emotional
because it required her to
explore the depths of a
troubled character. The

girl had grown up with
an alcoholic mother
and physically abusive
father. Tapping into the

serious, real life charac-
ter of Bridget expanded
her range and depth as

an actress.

Loffert explained
that her best experi-
enees at Clayton
have revolved
around the The-
ater program and
how it has grown
year after year.
She enjoyed
having input
on which the-
ater classes
would be
offered and
has seen her

personal
ideas have
a real effect
on the pro-

gram. Loffert feels that the new program will al-
low students to be richly involved, grow, develop,
and be appreciated for their thoughts and ideas.

She encourages other students to take theater
and drama classes, and she hopes they are in-
spired by one of Clayton State’s productions. The-
ater has more to offer than just being on stage,
there is history and technology. She also hopes

...she never knows what can be used when developing a new character.
After graduating Eagle’s Landing High in 2004,
Loffert came to Clayton majoring in Communica-
tion & Media Studies. In what could be called a

twist of fate, this was the same time Prof. Depoy
joined the faculty here. She enjoyed taking his
theater classes and it didn’t take much convine-
ing for her to minor in Theater (there was no

major at the time). Prof. DePoy’s personality and
genuine concern for his students made her expe-
rience wonderful.

“His sense of humor is amazing! He really knows
how to conduct a class so that his students have
fun and learn at the same time. Prof. DePoy has re-
ally helped me to see outside of the textbookworld

in new and different ways. She looks at people
and studies everything because she never knows
what can be used when developing a new char-
acter. She learned that it’s not just about theater,
but being a well read intellectual. History is
learned from theater, literature, anything and ev-

erything that someone puts into a play, she wants
to learn more about.

Ms. Loffert has acted from a young age, appear-
ing in TV commercials, shows and print ads.
As she got older her appreciations have turned
to theater more, and she intends now to work
mostly as an on-stage actress.

that others will experience her work and view
theatrical pieces in a new way. She wants to help
them discover new emotions and inspire them.

After graduation this spring, Loffert wants to
work in or around Atlanta, a least for a while.
She wants to work and help train others on the
stage. Atlanta has so many opportunities and it
just makes sense to start near home. If theater
leads her to other cities, that will be great too.
She would like to thank Prof. Philip DePoy and
Dr. Tom Barnett for everything they have done to
make it possible to graduate as the first theater
major from Clayton State University.
— KELLY ATKINSON
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Recently, we had the pleasure of sitting down
with Clayton State University’s Theater Depart-
ment Director, Prof. Phillip Depoy. Depoy’s en-
thusiasm for the theater, as well as his students,
is part of his talent within the industry that is so

celebrated. Depoy started getting paid as part of
the industry in 1965 and has been at Clayton State

University for the last four years.

His objective is to teach and open doors of op-
portunity within the theater department. The
department gives students opportunities to get
jobs in the theater industry—acting, producing
andwriting scripts.With the arrival ofProf. Depoy,
studentswent from learningbasic skills to actually
making a livingwith them.

This year the department has several productions
in queue that are sure to be a treat. Supernatural
Shakespeare, October 13 @ 8pm in Spivey Hall, is
the primary student production this semester. All
acts will be based on scenes from Shakespeare’s
plays involving witches and ghosts, andwill fea-
ture three professional actors from Atlanta: Hugh
Adams, Shontelle Thrash and Jen Akin. Ifyou are

unable to attend the October 13th performance,
the performancewill occur again the week after
Thanksgiving, November 29 & 30th, December ist,
inside the Clayton State Theatre.

Supernatural Shakespearewill be choreographed
byworld-renowned Nicole Livieratos andwill
involve twenty five ofClayton State’s theater
students. The production at SpiveyHallwill be free
for all, and the production atClayton State Theater
will be free for students but $5 for others. Students
work all semester to put productions together and
plays are vehicles for progress to theater majors.

Depoy also filled us in on what's cooking for
spring. The second production of the year will be
“Writers to the Sea” written by Irish playwright,
Synge, in collaboration with Burneau University.
“Writers to the Sea” is a short play, lasting only
forty minutes. Clayton State thespianswill per-
form in the first act and Burneau Universitywill
perform an opera version in the second act.

Also, theater majors and other theater students,
will present performance art pieces that allow for
individual expression. Depoy particularly enjoys
these because they allow him and audiences to see

what styles students enjoy performing most.

Please join them as they prepare for another excit-
ing year of theater here at Clayton State. Formore

information about upcoming productions this
year, visit http://a-s.clayton.edu/cstheater.
— KELLY ATKINSON

Clayton State Theater continues its transformation

A Spectacle filled with ghosts, witches and spooky things.

October 13, 2007
8 pm.
in Spivy Hall

Free Î One Shov? Only

Sponsored by Chris Tryba-Cofrin and David Cofrin, Patrick and Joanne
Burke, and The Georgia Council for the Humanities



Evnd(sm€<s ©/ÉJbsmmces The Qreat DepressionFrom 1929 to 1933, the Great Depres-
sion rocked ournation and changed
what itmeant to beAmerican for gen-
erations to come. It is hard to imagine
amother in the fields givingbirth to a

child and then gettting right back up
towork. The NationalArchive near
campus ismaking it a little easier to
understand. “TheMigrantMother” is
just one ofover 150 photographs from
the Great Depression that is being
showcased.The exhibition, "This Great
NationWill Endme: Photographs of
theGreat Depression”, is currently on
display until November 17th.
Karen Kopanezos, a tour guide at

the archive, explains that the exhibit
“focusesmore on the photographers, all
ofwhom President Franklin Roosevelt
hired for the Farm SeciuityAdmin-
istration (FSA) because he wanted
people to get a general view ofhow
Americans were living diuing the
Great Depression sincewe didn’t have
TVs back then,” than the photographs
themselves. Pointing to “TheMigrant
Mother,” Kopanezosmentions that the
motherwas thirty-two in the photo,
“but notice how she looksmuch older,
like in her late 40’s or 50’s. This repre-

sented a typicalAmericanmother dur-
ing the Great Depression,” she says.
Some photographers featured in the
exhibit include Dorothy Lange, whose
photographs are used themost; John
Steinbeck, author of Grapes ofWrath
(1939); Ben Shahn; and Gordon Parks,
the onlyAfrican American photog-
rapher for the FSA.Theywere sent to
different regions of the US and return
with photographs to be usedby the
federal government. “And people really
appreciated this because it showed
them that their president cared about

them, and sometimeswhenwe have
visitors here at theArchives seeing all
this and remembering it fromwhen
theywere really yoimg, they tell me
thatRooseveltwas a savior,” Kopanezos
says. One photograph in particular,
marked the people’s feelings for Presi-
dent Roosevelt entitled “NegroWoman
in HerBedroom” as it depicts awoman’s
poignant reaction to his death.
The photographs bring to life the his-
tory and effects of the Great Depression
as observed by their photographers.
Stop by and visit, youwon't regret it.
— SHEHNAZ HAQQANI



How last year’s financial aid became
this year’s unreported cash income

More than 2,000 Clayton State students could be get-
tingmoremoney from the federal government and
access to other need based grants. As a result of a test
case presented to Financial Aid by Bent Tree News,
the office has changed it’s procedures for determining
income amounts used to determine aid levels. In light
of these changes, our test case was reviewed, and this
student will be getting a larger PELL grant. Theywill
have their refund in hand in amatter ofweeks.
With a third of the campus already receiving some
PELL grant money, many students should be able to in
crease their awards as well. It is unclear if any students
not already receiving a PELL grantwill now qualify.
The policy change only affects students who received
financial aid (loans or grants) last year beyond the cost

of tuition and books. Other students, however, may
have made amistake on their paperwork due to incor-
rect assumptions about the purpose of one form in

particular; the Low-IncomeWorksheet.
Most students find the financial aid process frustrât

ing and difficult, and mistakes can cost real money.
Lor those students who are selected to complete our
Financial Aid Department’s Low-IncomeWorksheet, a
mistake is easy to make.

According to Financial Aid
Director Charlene Morgan,
when a student completes
their FAFSA and reports little
or no income, this “raises a red

flag”with the federal gov
emment. They assume that,
unless you are living off the
land, you have basic needs that
require some sort of income
to meet. The Financial Aid
Office assists the government

SECTIOS B - ImlewiKltlll Stulicnl

The Expected Family Contribution (EFC) measures your family’s
financial strength, and is used to determine your eligibility for fed-
eral student aid during one school year. You receive an EFC based

on the processing results of your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
EFC

Worksheets
Calendar Year 2006

A student b considered indepcAdeot If they are at least one of the following:
boro before Jaaoary 1,1984; married; an orphan/ ward of the eoort ontil age IB; both parents arc deceased; working on masters degree;

Veteran; have legal d^ndentfs) other Iban your cfaJIdreo or spouse who receive more than half of their support from you.

Section B ts to be completed by you if you are coosidcied »n mdependent student according to the statement above.

^'‘¡fany funds were not received or paidfor the enureyear, please .specif’ themonths in the spaces indicated below
'

Example: Housing S 575 From Fcfa To Oct(^>cr

Sten Ooe.
List your expenses for January 2006-DeccûJbcr 2006.

] Expenses for 2006
^ (Enter monthly amounis, not annual)

: $ To 1 Tnuvsponanos) (bus fare, car : $ Î From To

■ Uiiiiues $ ' From To 1 Childcare s Î From To

; Food ; $ ; From To f Medical s j From To

Clothing ’~ï From To ' Other ( ) s 1 From To

by requiring some students to fill out this Low-Income
Worksheet.

Morgan explained that the worksheet is used to find
hidden sources of income. Lor example, someonewho
works odd

jobs for ex-
tra income
and didn’t

report it
on their
taxes. V

Another
sourcemight be in-kind income provided by friends or
family.
According to Linancial /Vid Counselor Krystal
Houston, they determine your unreported income by
adding up your total expenses and subtracting your
wages and other excluded income. Our test case’s total

expenses added up to $9,480, wages were $327, leaving
$9,153 “to be reported onWorksheet B as money re-

ceived not reported elsewhere on LASLA,” according to
an internal Linancial Aid document related to the case.

Our test case had reported $6,000 in financial aid,
including loans,
but this was not
used when créât-

ing the $9,143
figurewhich
was supposed
to represent
money used to
cover expenses.
However, this
financial aid was
used to cover

many expenses
and was, in fact,
the student’s pri-
mary source of
income. Ligured
this way, student
loans had made
them too rich to

qualify for a full
PELL grant.
After an initial

meeting about

the case. DirectorMorgan researched institutional,
Lederal and Department of Education policies. She
found that information about expenses paidwith
previous financial aid could be gathered, but not used.

Do not mail these worksheets in with your appircatlon.
Keep these worksheets: your school may ask to see them.

Studant/SpocM

Fof quntien 40

Worksheet A
Report Annual Amounts

Parent»

Far quaSUOh SS

s Filmed iticoaie fmm IRà Form i'M»' -Lne 66a lOJfLA— Lnc 40a: or 1()4fil-/. - liiie xa $

s AddiiKHU' chdrl ciivUi frwii :RS Lotit» 1040 :;*>c *18 nr KH'I.A—Lric 41 $

s
Wdfirr benefits. incltidingTeitiptirarv Asststaiicc fet Needv Fatniites (TANF) Don't invt^ule
/tkkJ staiuits Of snhsiiii/ctl -x'lisiii^' $

3
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:br your parents), that were not t*xcu(iuch as SSI i Report benefits paid toptii'cnts 'n *he
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For

s

Worksheet B
Report Anni>ai Amounts
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ouestien 35

S

$
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plans from 1RS Form lf)40- -!jijc 28 - line 32 ot i040,A- Uite 17 $

$
«
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tate University
me Worksheet
107.2008

Cash support is

given ei-
ther in the form of money
or money paid on your
(the student’s) behalf. You

must report such cash re-

ceived as untaxed income.

For example if a friend or

relative gives you grocery
money, it must be report-
ed as untaxed income on

FAFSA Worksheet B. If the

friend or relative pays your
electric bill or part of your
rent, you must also report
those payments.

Step Two,
Lisl any income or resources received for January 2()06-Decembcr 2006

According to As
sistant Director
Shannon Kelsey,
the previous
decision not to
count financial
aid as excluded
income was a

misinterpreta-
tion of the policy.
DirectorMor

gan concluded
that if anyone be
lleves theymight
be affected by
this change, they
should contact
the financial aid
office. Caseswill

only be reviewed
at the students’

request, and
only the cur-
rent semester

is eligible for
revision. Again,
if anyone feels

they are affected
by this issue or
believes they
made amistake
on their Low-In-
comeWorksheet

(or any other
financial aid pa-
perwork,) they
should contact
the financial aid
office as soon as V.

possible. They are ready to assist you.

In-Kind sup-

port
is income that is not in the

form of cash or other ob-

jects that can be resold.

Examples
"v Using a room at an

aunt’s house and eating
meals with her family

«n Free housing or a hous-

ing allowance provided
to military personnel or
clergy

Housing or food allow-

anees provided by an

employer

locume/ Resources for 2U06
(Enter monihfy amounts, not annual)

Wages S From Id TAN F 1 s
Lr/im To

_

' Paieuts S Food Stamps j Ï From^ To

_

i Expenses paid by others
\ (let Relativesjignificani others)

S From Housing Subsidy j j
(Ex 8> j

From To

—

S From Cash gifts
From To

J From To
From To

—

I Social Seoirity/Disabilrty From Money from Is From To

1 Benefits Savings 1
r VA

.....

Financial Aid t; ’
From To

1 (txi:.'uding educaimnal benefits) (include .student loam) I
_

1 Uuentployment Fiúu
Other Is From To

j CutDpensauoQ ( ) 1 i

PleA.se explBii) any circumstances th&t would further clarify the information reported above. Anach additional papers if needed.

Soaal Security * Laker ID »
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I certify that the infonaalion provided is accurate and complete to the best ofmy knowledge I liiMiung .Sutmdy

fCa*h giila

j Fran

■j Pmhi,. ,

Í From
.

Student's Signature Parent's Signature (Depeodent Student Only) I Mcney frm
I I'inancul Aid
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Christina Semple (ChristinaSemple@
BTreeNews.com) is Associate Editor ofBent
TreeNews. Interested inwriting?Email her.

step t hree (Parents Jnfometim QVy).
Please cxpkun any circunotances that would tiirthcr cUnfy the uilonnatioa reported above. Attach additional papers if needed

••fAi to Section Con back of \svrksheel far sicnalures

— CHRISTINA SEMPLE

Should you go to Financial Aid?

You recieved financial aid in excess of tution and

books last year
-or -

You feel you made a mistake on the form

to complete a Low-Income

-or -

You believe you have already been granted all of the

need-based grant money possible
-or -

You did not recieve financial aid in excess of tution

and books



Petition for the Amendment oL the Clay- o

ton State University Discrimination Policy
The administration should amend their Non-Discrimination policy to include religion, creed and sex-

ual orientation, I believe that faculty, staff and students on campus should not be discriminated

against because they might be gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered. I believe we should honor di- ^
versitv and inclusiveness on campus and that a professor or staff member should not be fired simply q
for their sexuality, religion or beliefs, p"
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“ This needs to change now; it shouid
have changed a iong time ago.”
The email was sent out quietly that Friday, August 17. Addressed to all fac-
ulty and staff, the email announced updated Nondiscrimination and Anti-

Harassment Policy statements. Sexual orientation (a person's sexual attrac-
tion towardmembers of the same, opposite,orboth genders)hadnow joined
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, veteran status, anddisability as
protected statuses here at Clayton State.

According toUniversity President Dr. Thomas Hardin, the changewas a di-

rect result of a request by the StudentGovernment Association (SGA). They
voted in October 2006 to formally ask the administration to change the poli
cy after thematterwas brought to them by another student, Kevin Pratt. For
Mr. Pratt, now a senior and Editor-in-Chief of Bent Tree News, enough was
enough. “It was just time for a change,” he explained. He approached SGA

after learning about an unsuccessful attempt the previous year to have the
policy changed.
The students, as partofaGay-StraightAlliance on campus had tried several
channels in the administration,butweremetwithwhat they feltwas a luke-

warm response.Mr. Pratt, based on advicegivenbyGeraldHeavens, a former
SGA President, decided to bring thematter to SGA. After being granted time
on the nextmeeting’s agenda by then SGA PresidentToke Adetayo, he went,
speech and petitions in hand, to persuade the senators to act.

His speech,which evoked the long history ofstudents and student govern
ments being at the forefront of civil rights movements, was persuasive ac

cording to SGAmember Chevonder Ceaser.When askedwhy she voted for
the measure, she explained her feeling that if the policy was not amended,
somemay feardiscrimination.Theproposal passedwith an unanimous vote

after an agreement to add, religion and creed (alsomissing from the policy at
the time) to the petitions.
Darius Thomas, also a member of SGA said regarding his vote, “Everyone
here should have the opportunity to not be discriminated against.” Ceaser
and Thomas, now serve as members of the SGA executive board as Einan

cial andStudentAffairs chairs, respectively. Ceaserhopes that the change in
policywill have a positive impact “so that everyonewill feel comfortable.”
Most of the senators gathered signatures and theywere handed over toMr.
Pratt. Initially, he waited and tried to find outwhat he should dowith them,
“I sat on the petitions...! didn’t know what to do.”

Eventually, he delivered the petitions to the Vice-President of Business &
Operations, David Heflin. The matter was brought before the Cabinet by
PresidentHardin andwas easilyapproved.According toPresidentHardin, to
his knowledge, no one has been discriminated against and any discrimina-
tory actswill not be tolerated.
The change affects all Faculty, Staffand any other agencies acting on behalf
of the University. Students were already protected under the 2006 Student

Code of Conduct.
In the end, this serves as an example of how democratic change can work

if the channels already in place can bemobilized. ForKevin Pratt, the prob-
lem and solution were simple, “ This needs to change now; it should have

changed a long time ago.” — carrie martin

Carrie Martin is Arts & Entertainment Editor for Bent TreeNews. Tell her

what you think - CarrieMartin@BTreeNews.com

It was all about the damn flyer. I just
couldn’t understand why they didn’t
want to use it. Before I became in-

volved in the student newspaper, I

was helping the Gay-Straight Alli-

anee President, Iván Segovia get the
group going in fall 2006. I thought it
was a great flyer, everyone I showed
it to thought it was a great flyer.
But Iván and GSA adviser Dr. Maya
Hoover, didn’t agree. They thought it
was too confrontational, that it would
cause problems. I couldn’t under-

stand what they were afraid of.

President Hardin mentioned that he

didn’t know of any active discrimina-
tion and he’s probably right. I haven't

heard of anything happening either.

However, there's always been a fear

that something might. Students and

faculty were afraid fo push sexuality
here at Clayton State, a small col-

lege in what is still "The Bible Belt".

They feared being branded trouble-
makers who were “flaunting” sexual-
ity. Many professors don’t mention
their sexuality to students, while

straight faculty often talk
about their wives,

h u s -

bands and children in class.
I’ve heard one professor say it’s not

relevant, not professional to discuss
their sexuality in class. Are these valid
reasons, or are they just a symptom
of this fear? I hope my role in chang-
ing the discrimination policy will help
change this dynamic on campus.
I've heard there’s a new GSA start-

ing on campus now, I hope they
have the courage to stand and be
counted. I hope they find an adviser
who is willing to help them make
a difference. I hope they build the

community that, as a gay student on
campus, I’ve sorely missed. Fall was
the semester I decided to graduate
from Clayton State, the semester I

decided to get involved again. When
I did, I was perplexed by this idea
that you, the students didn’t care

and didn’t want to get involved. It

seemed to permeate every aspect of
student life. But, I’ve seen dramatic

changes take place in this last year;
they’ve underestimated each of you.
You do care, you do want changes,
you just have be shown what’s pos-
sible.
If there’s something you think should

change, something you think could
be better, stand up and say so.

There’s so much untapped ener-

gy here. Tell your friends, tell your
classmates, tell your professors.
Find other people who feel the same

way, and make it happen.
Changes might come slowly here at

Clayton State, but with persistence
and the voice of the students behind

you, nothing is out of reach.
— KEVIN PRATT

Editor’s Note
Editor-in-Chief Kevin Pratt talks about how it ail started.

Hint: It was this flyer.

STRAIGHT?
OPEN-MINDED?

UC 222
MONDAYS
3:31-4:21
FREE FOOD

s
B
g The Gay Strâi|hl Alliance of
8 Clayton State University would
fi

I like to invite yon to join us for

B onr weekly planning meeting
8 where we decide the fate of the
a

g organization (and fluffy hnnnies).
B We generally have a good time.
8 plan events, elect officers, plot to

I save all bunnies (well, only fluffy
B ones), and eat (food, not bunnies).

" %
'Die (^av Straight Alliance ot Clavton State Universit)' is dedicated to building community, providing support and inccreasing awareness tor

the GLBTQ^communtiv and our straight allies. Students, taculu’, staff and triends are welcome to attend.



Jena 6 Town Rail
Our first town hall this year focuses on
Jena 6. Students come together to ensure that
this issue is not "swept under the rug."



The first ofmany Bent Tree News Town Hall

meetings hosted by Roland Benoit, Jr. was
held on Wednesday, September 19 in the

University Center Lecture Hall. Students
were encouraged to attend the discussion
where guest speaker Lonnie Richardson and
audience members had an opportunity to
share their opinions on discriminatory acts

and social injustice relating to September’s
topic, the Jena 6.
The meeting beganwith a video presenta-
tion, exposing the lack of coverage of the
controversy in Jena, Louisiana. Independent
news sources seemed to cover the Jena 6

situation with much more scrutiny in com-

parison to the major networks. According to
Sports Editor, Shane McCrary, "they simply
brushed the story under a rug."
Next, Lonnie Richardson shared his un-

just encounterwith the law as a local high
school student. He attended school in

Morrow, where like most high school kids,
would occasionally have problems with
other students, his being a group of young
men who constantly made violent aggres-
sions towards him. Richardson decided to

carry a pocket knife with him to school
to protect himself, but was later reported
by a teacher, whom he considered a confi-
dant. The pocket knife was the size of your
flash drive, yet he was placed in a cell with
hardened criminals, who could not believe
he was locked up for that. Mr. Richardson's

story showed the audience that we are all in
some way affected by the Jena 6, be it past or
future.

“I did read that he had a prior record [of
misconduct], although I don’t think that
matters. Giving him 22 years for basically a

school fight I think is very unfair, because
the same punishment was not given to the
other students involved,” shared Niassa

Anderson, on the sentence given to one of
the Jena 6.

The majority of the discussion seemed to be
centered on the representation of the story
and its key players in the media. As students
of the information age, town hall attendees
discussed how the Jena 6 story was depicted
in the media, how we should determine for
ourselves the story behind the story, and
that we should then be proactive in making
the changes we want to see.

“They don’t really get in depth about that
subject,” said Bernadin Garzo, referring to

tbe brevity in MSNBC’s report of the Jena 6

case. “I guess they don’t think that people
are really ready for it, but it’s up to the
people to decide what they’re ready for.”
Lonnie Richardson also shared his insight
with the audience. “We forget quickly,” he
said, and then challenged the audience,“how
many of you out of this room are going to
keep up with this issue or are going to try
and go further and try to join some orga-
nizations? That’swhy they play us. Our
memory is like that,” he said, snapping his

finger for emphasis. “So they show you the

news, but they didn’t say anything about
the issue at all. It was just enough for you to
know what’s in the news. They’re [MSNBC]
talking about it, so they’re not bad; however,
they haven’t said anything. So, it goes to you.
Howwill you keep this alive? Howwill you
keep this issue current? And that’s the prob

lem, we forget so easily. We’ll leave here, and
that’s the last time we’ll ever talk about it.”

“Imagine being given 22 years for a simple
fight,” Benoit described to the audience. “It’s
absurd. Again, there is still information that
we don’t know. They’re trying to sentence a

16 year old to 22 years. If that doesn’t make

you sick...I really don’t what will.”
In regards to the lack of coverage from me-

dia until recently, student Kamau Waweru

gives input. “I think another thing left to re-

alize is that our whole lifestyle and our way
of structuring time has become so saturated

that we on a daily basis
are losing our capability
to deal with complex-
ity and the story of Jena
6 is very complicated.
Waweru answered, “The
more complex a story is,
the less likely it is to re

ally be covered. Michael
Vick is not as complex a

story, so it is easy to keep
running with it. "

Tony J. Berry, Jr. argues
that “While our lives
have become so much
more complex, it has also
become so much easier

for us to get information ourselves. We can’t

just say ‘It’s just the media’, when really it
just takes a couple of clicks—boom, boom
boom, and you have all the information

you need.” Berry also mentioned the many
sources that the public
can use to access infor
mation other than the

Internet, like newspa

Students also debated how we could become

proactive in our community in the face of
racial injustice or discrimination, in par-
ticular, how they would have handled the
situation at Jena High differently to prevent
the severe social unrest that is presently
occurring there. Ideas spanned from discuss-

ing amongst school administrators and
officials the notion of having a tree that
reserved for whites only on school
Other ideas were to hold a PTA meeting to
address community concerns about racial
issues at the school.
Later the conversation centered on who is re-

sponsible for the turn of events. Some town
hall guests felt it was the school, others
the social and class dynamic of small town
America.
“I feel that the school is largely responsible
for how this event escalated,” added Milini
Knox. “Because in schools there are policies
and procedures in place, especially when it
comes to student discipline and they sus-
pended the students for hanging the nooses.

Why didn’t the school, the administrators
do something or say something, or have a

meeting, call parents in to even make it look
like they were trying to avoid this getting
out of hand. That’s what concerns me and
then the fact that the student had to ask
to sit under the tree...it’s almost like they
turned a blind eye to it,.”
Shane McCrary explains his perspective, “...
what happens is that, instead of being more
proactive we are reactive to things...! don’t
even look at the news anymore, I refuse. I’ll
take three our four different sources, and

compare them and make my own decision
from there because the media saturates

everything. He continued by saying we have
to look for the facts that the media may have

neglected to share with the general public,
“we have to say that ‘hey, there is a lot more

going on than we are being told. Let’s find
out what it is.’”
Roland closed the town hall with a call to

action, “It all boils down to you..you have a

voice. If I could be a vehicle to help get the
information out,then you past it on, and

they past it on,until everyone you know,
knows what is going on in Jena

”
as he

pointed across the room. “That’s the start of

change."
The next town hall will be on October 17, in
UC 272. Bent Tree News, with the Counseling
Service s Department will be discussing is-

sues surruounding domestic violence.
— ALICIA BROWN

ONLINE
VIÜEÜ

pers for example, and
emphasized that it is
our responsibility to
process the informa
tion and practice dis-
cernment at all times.
Garzo pointed out,
“The media is show

ing us what it wants
us to see, compared to
what it doesn’t want
us to see...like every
one knows about the
Michael Vick case. In

another week there
won’t be anyone that
doesn’t know about
the O.J. Simpson
case, but compared to
the Jena 6 case there
are many that don’t
know.”

At the beginning of the
school year in 2006, a
black Jena High School
student asked school
officials permission to
sit under a tradition-

ally "white only" tree
on school grounds.
His presence under
the tree sparked racial
unrest. So much so,
that it prompted white
students to hang thr^
nooses, painted in
school colors, under
the tree. Although th^ÿ,
students responsible
were expelled, the
school superintendent
reversed the decision

calling the hanging of
nooses a mere prank.
This resulted in a sit in

protest under the tree

by the black students

of Jena High, remi-
niscent of the sit-ins

during the racially
charged 1950's and 6o's.

Local DA ReedWalters

allegedly responded by
threatening them in
a packed, segregated
auditoriumwith one

statement, "I can take

away your lives with
the stroke of a pen."
Alfetofr^ially . J
charged facidenis fol-

*

lowed. Chi December
isfewhilfestudents
ganged up on a black
student at a party and
beat him. The follow-

ing day, awhite man
pulled a shotgun on
three black students
at a convenience store.
The man was not

charged, but the three

students were charged
with theft of a firearm.
Two days later, a fight
ensued between a

white Jena High stu-

dent, Justin Barker, and
a black student (who
had been beaten up at
the party bywhite stu-

dents days before) after
Barker taunted him
with racially degrading
f comments.
Justin Barkerwasnot
arrested, nor expcdjed.
SixWackmale stu^\
dentsfáges 15-17, werè
arrested and charged
withattemptedsecond-
degreemurder and con-
spiracy. Since they are
being tried as adults,
some are facing up to
100 years in prison
without the possibility

ofparole. JustinBarker,
who initiated the con-

frontation, was treated
at the local hospital,
released and was seen
as at a party on the very
same night of the fight.
In the town of Jena,
Louisiana,which is
"#5% white, the bar-

bershop still refuses
service to blacks. A
vastmajorityof the
wMte commimity fail
tàî^e the relationship

^ofnooseslnd racial dis-
crimination.According
to an interviewwith
a local school board
member, BillyWayne
Fowler, Fowler stated,
"This is not a racial
issue."
— MONIQ.UE FAULKNER

PHOTOGRAPHS BY Jamal El-Amin



By
Christina
Semple

/ am currently in love. I feel amazing.
We have spoken about marriage several
times. However, I am not sure if it will ever
evolve into a verb and not a noun. At what

point is it time to move on? Is it okay to
ask for action or set an ultimatum?
From,
Mrs. Ultimatum

I would first strongly urge you to rethink
your ultimatum. Often times they back-
fire. And ifyou do decide to give one, be
prepared that their response may not be
to walk down the isle. Ultimatums can
make the other person feel like they are
backed into a comer and when we feel that

way, we react and not always in the most
rational, mature way. Further, it may give
you the appearance of being insecure.Why
can’t you wait? What is the rush?
And do you \ reallywant to wake

up one morning and wonder if he/she mar-
ried you because you threatened to leave
(orwhatever your ultimatum stipulates) or
if they did so because they truly wanted to
spend the rest of their lifewith you? I have
heard people on the receiving end of an

ultimatum say that they only feared being
alone and having to get back in the dating
game (which only sounds like cowardice
and laziness tome), but do youwant your
partner to ever say their proposal was out
of anything but love for you?
In terms of your asking for action, to your
partner, talkingmay very well be action,
or at least as much action as they have
energy and heart for now. If you want a

specific proposal or date, there is nothing
at all wrong with that, but you need to
ask yourselfwhy now. And based on that
evaluation, approach your partnerwith
an open discussion about it. If your need is
based on insecurity and fear that you will
never be married, you have compared your
relationship with others’, or you are get-
ting pressure from, say, family and friends,
that’s NOT your partner’s problems, it is
yours. Now, if they have been dragging
their feet from your perspective, have
been unclear, or their actions have not
been in alignment with their verbal
commitment to the relationship, then
yes, approach them and come to some

mutual understanding.
Best of luck always!

A girl I am interested in just broke up with
her boyfriend, he has started calling her
again. Also, she often flirts with other men
but I want to date her and be in a monog-
amous relationship with her. I do not want

to be just one of the guys she regularly
flirts with. What do I do?

From,
No Flirting Zone

Though you have every right to be inter-
ested in her, youmust understand that any
agreement on her part to date you nowmay
be more casual than what you want at this
time. Not only because her behavior says
that she is in a playful, flirtatious, and open
place, but her recent break up dictates that
she needs this time. You don’twant to be
a rebound as that is counterproductive to
your expectations. Don’t sell yourself short
here. Be patient and wait for her to get to a

placewhere she can andwants to settlewith
one guy again. And then, feel free to make
your intentions known.
Also, just FYI, I would be more wary or on

guard about the ex calling, for he has more
influence on her behavior and availability
in regards to dating than any ofher ran-
dom flirts do, depending on her response
to his calling. I usually don’t dealwith the
whole “X-Factor” because I have never seen
a great benefit in keeping them around.
Aren’t they an X for a reason?
//////////////////////////////////////^^^^

Christina Semple (ChristinaSemple@
BTreeNews.com) is Associate Editor ofBent
TreeNews. Need advice? Send your ques-
tion to Advice(2»BTreeNews.com

PHOTOGRAPH BY Jamal El-Amin

You’ve made it!We hope you enjoyed the brand
new, redesigned ride. Isn’t it shiny! And now it’s
time to say goodbye, to all our... oh wait, can’t do
that. Disney doesn’t play.
Anyway, tell uswhat you think about the new
paper and, well, anything else really. Letters@
BTreeNews.com. See you next time!
— BENT TREE NEWS

...oh yea, ifyou haven’t noticed yet, we have a

new website. www.BTreeNews.com


