Nov 4, 2008 - [www.kansascity.com]
President-Elect Barack Obama, First Lady
Michelle Obama, Jill Biden & Vice President-
Elect Joe Biden on stage at Grant Park in
Chicago, lllinois after a Historical victory.

: NOV 4, 2008 - “IF THERE IS ANYONE OUT THERE WHO

& STILL DOUBTS THAT AMERICA IS A PLACE WHERE

ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE; WHO STILL WONDERS IF THE
DREAM OF OUR FOUNDERS IS ALIVE IN OUR TIME; WHO
STILL QUESTIONS THE POWER OF OUR DEMOCRACY,
TONIGHT IS YOUR ANSWER.” Article on Page 4

AT e A L LER D T R o

Nov 4, 2008 - [Doug Mills/New York Times]
OPENING TO PRESIDENT-ELECT BARACK OBAMA’S VICTORY SPEECH An Excitt_%d crowd celebrates after hearing
PHOTO BY THE ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS ASSOCIATED PRESS/MORRY GASH the election results.

| Welcome to the STUDENT ACTIVITIES CENTER ~ SAL

by Nikita Haynie

'.; Front view of the new
Student Activities Center
at Clayton State

INsSIDE THis ISSUE:

Want to work out? Do your homework? Sip on some hot chocolate? Play
games? Clayton State University’'s New Student Activities Center (SAC) is
a great place for students, faculty and staff to experience fitness and fun,
all in one place.

L O R ——

On September 12, 2008, Clayton State opened the Student Activities
Center. General building hours are Monday thru Friday from 6 a.m. until
midnight (specific office hours may vary). It is equipped with a two level
fitness center, two basketball courts, and game room. It also offers a
student lounge, a café and student organization offices.

N2 UV

One highlights of the SAC is the new fitness area that contains over 45 _ Homecommg D17
pieces of state-of-the-art equipment.

Article continued on Page 4
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This past summer, Clayton State University has continued its emphasis on student
success by upgrading services and facilities for our students.

The opening of new facilities on campus provides students with more opportunities to
become connected with the University. The first on-campus residential facility, Laker
Hall, provides students with the most technologically-advanced residence facility in the
state. The new Student Activity Center (SAC) provides benefits for all students with a
variety of features; including the fitness center, a ballroom, two multipurpose courts,
offices for our student organizations, a game room, locker rooms, a “healthy” café, and

: : President Harden
meeting and studio rooms. Photo by Erin Fender

Although we have always prided ourselves on our safe and beautiful campus, Clayton State is also in the
process of upgrading campus security. The opening of Laker Hall and the SAC has created new opportunities
in many areas of life on campus, not the least of which is campus safety. The presence of students living on
campus is a big change for the University and a part of the on-going transition that Clayton State has been
making over the past several years to become an outstanding comprehensive metropolitan university.

Recently, several priority enhancements have been made to better address safety of the campus on a 24/7
basis. These include an increase in public safety resources, facility safety improvements, and an improved
emergency alert system. The new emergency alert system is comprised of several components that will allow
CSU students, faculty and staff to be aware of potential emergency situations in a very timely manner. The
components of our system include a campus-wide public address system, instant voice and data to all digital
phones on campus, e-mail and text messages, and messages posted to the CSU homepage.

| trust that these, and other upgrades in services and facilities, will make your experience at Clayton State

University a more successful one in the coming year.

Dr. Thomas K. Harden
President

MISSION STATEMENT

As a student run publication, our goal is to entertain, educate and inform the campus, while also
providing an opportunity for students to develop and enhance their journalistic skills, both in print
and on-line. We strive to promote balanced reporting, while offering a platform for students to share
their opinions and concerns with the entire student body. Establishing and maintaining positive
relationships with the entire campus community is vital to this process, therefore we have also made
it our practice to network not only with the students, but with everyone contributing to the campus,
to ensure responsible representation. We offer this to the University and its students in an effort to
promote involvement with and awareness of the campus media as a whole.
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very first Africe Amerlcan PreSIdent

With this new chapter in history being written, one can t help but wonder

what trials will face the newly elected President.

Nov 4-2008 - [WNYC Radio/93.9FM & AM820]
Obama on stage with daughter Sasha in Grant
Park, Chicago, lllinois before giving his 1st »
speech as President-Elect of the United States

of America

Barack Obama is the
d States.

Many reporters suspect that
with the current situation
leftover from the Bush
administration, any good

that Obama would do during
his first four years will be
overshadowed by the amount
of work that will still be needed.

One student at CSU says, “
The world would be a better
place. Obama isn't just looking
out for blacks, or democrats,
but every group and people
represented here in the U.S.

\ WINS!

by Gary Reddish

Another student stated, “I’'m scared of the tax breaks that Obama
proposed during his campaign. It isn’t fair that if | make more money than
my neighbor, that | have to pay more taxes than they do.”

mtfy ready for

ELECTORAL VOTES
270 Needed to Win

364|163

Latest tally of electoral votes from www.electoral-vote.com

Needless to say, many people have been very unhappy with the way the
Bush administration has run the country over the past eight years. People
around the world will have their eyes glued to the actions of President
Obama and America for the next four years.

Obama has made it through the easy part of the battle, now he will be
faced with endless scrutiny, comments and criticisms from every person
who hoped he would fail. Not only that, he will be carrying the hopes,

dreams and futures of an entire nation on his shoulders. Now all of
America holds its breath as we wait to see what the man who defied the
odds will do once he is inaugurated.

STUDENTS
COMMENT

DEVIN SIMMS: “A young man from Kenya and
a young woman from Kansas produced a young
man that pursued his dream and found the
courage to face a challenge. As adirect result” =

our country is going to be better for the next 8
years. 8 is the number for change!”

THEO SOFA-KING CELESTE: “| hope this
opens doors for other minorities to be more

involved in politics not just for African-
Americans, but also Asians and Latinos”

JAMAL EL-AMIN: “| knew when | heard the
screams last night [Election Night] that my
dreams had come true. | just hope that he does
a good job, its going to be tough for him and

| just hope that he can do a good job. Oh and
he needs to come through on that $6000 dollar
credlt for college students...

o

B. CARZO “So this Barack Obama character.

He's black you say? Back in my day colored
people couldn’t run for President. We had to
count Jelly Beans in a jar just to get a chance
to vote. It's true... That's what my uncle said
just last month. Now look, I'm... impressed that

America was actually able to elect someone
who was no only part African-American, but not
originally Christian either. It's good to see that
America is willing to accept such a change... For
now. Here comes the bad part. That's about all

~ there is to celebrate. With the economy the way

it is, we have quite the task on out hands as a
country.... That will be the defining factor. Can
we make it? Only time will tell.

WILLIAMS AZUBIKE: “I haven't shed tears
since 1997. | shed tears this morning when the
effect of what happened last night hit me with full
blasts!!!! | am still delirious right now!!!

continued from page 1

Welcome to the
Student Activities
Corters e

by Nikita Haynie

@@ Cindy Lauer, Director of |
- Recreation & Wellness

. This equipment includes a wide array of cardio and strength
- training equipment, as well as free weights.

- An assortment of fitness classes are scheduled throughout
- the week to offer visitors alternate methods of exercise.

- They currently offer kick boxing, power yoga and spin

| classes.

~ The SAC is a convenient way to improve your fitness level

. while expanding your knowledge while on campus. Patrons
- are required to wear a full T-shirt (with sleeves) to enter the
- fitness area. In order to gain access to the fitness center

. and game room, patrons must present a current Laker ID.

- When asked how she thinks the new Student Activities

- Center will contribute to Clayton State’s campus, Lakiesa

. Cantey, Assistant Director of Campus Life, stated, “I think
that Clayton State is expanding and growing rapidly. So

- there was a need to add more to the campus that could

Back of the Building

accommodate the students. | think the new Center is
not just a form of entertainment but will add to the Laker
experience.”

Students and faculty can check out the new Student
Activities Center located directly in front of the soccer field.
. Any additional questions or concerns can be answered at
- the Student Activities Center information desk.

!
A
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f is black.”

of the election I've seen those
w . n T-shirts, in news articles, and
broadcast over the radio. The night of the election
one CSU student’s Facebook status reflected
Obama's victory when she exclaimed that her
president was black, and to “take that, McCain
supporters.” In a post-election interview, African
American poet Maya Angelou said that when
visiting foreign countries, she no longer has to be
ashamed of being an American because Barack
Obama’s ascension to the presidency is a symbol
of our country’s transcendence of racism.

The first oppressed people of the United States
were inarguably Native Americans. Slavery
epitomized the oppression of African Americans.
Throughout the years immigrants have faced
similar mistreatment. During World War I,
Japanese Americans were held in internment
camps. Currently, Hispanics, Asians, and Latinos
experience discrimination similar to that of

African Americans, and are underrepresented

in our government. After congratulating fellow
students on Obama’s victory, another CSU student
commented on Facebook that he hoped Asians
and Latinos would experience similar victories. His
statement represents a sentiment shared by many
that one man'’s victory does not eradicate all the
subjugation that persists in America.

Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “there is no place for
misguided emotionalism,” and yet in the same
breath that African Americans claim victory:in the
election of Barack Obama, there is also a tacit
accusation of racism toward those that voted for
John McCain. Many McCain supporters, myself
included, simply followed the advice of Dr. King
when he implored that men “be judged on the basis
of the content of their character, and not the color
of their skin.” As someone that is pro-life, believes
in trickle down economics, lower taxes, and'a
smaller government, John McCain was the better
choice for me, although it is worth noting he was
not my first choice. Had John McCain been black,
and Barack Obama been white, my vote would -

- have still been for McCain. For me, this was not a
race about race, but a careful decision about who
was better qualified for the job.

Despite feminist leanings, | am staunchly pro-
life, and John McCain took on a pro-life stance
during his campaign. During his tenure as senator,
Barack Obama voted against bills that would have
~ provided medical treatment to babies that survived
abortions. His reasoning was that there were
already laws in place to protect babies that survive
abortions. However, as an lllinois senator, the laws
he voted against would have closed loopholes in
the current laws. As a matter of conscience, | could
not overlook his vote on this matter.

President-elect Barack Obama proposes one
trillion dollars in new spending, and that money has
to come from somewhere. He stated throughout
his campaign that he would not raise taxes on

the middle class. If he allows the Bush tax cuts to
expire in 2010 (something he is expected to do),
then he will not technically be raising taxes on the
middle class. Nevertheless, the expiration of the
Bush tax cuts will bring about an increase in taxes
for middle class Americans. Obama'’s president-
elect web site www.change.gov further explains
his tax policies. He wants to eliminate income tax
on the elderly. He also wants to give a tax credit
of $4000 toward tuition for college students that
perform 100 hours of community service per year
that they are in school. in 2006 there were roughly

20 million college students. If 20 million college
students perform the required hours of community
service, the total owed them in the form of a tax
credit amounts to 80 billion dollars. Obama has
stated he will simply tax the rich in order to pay for
his proposals. When businesses (large or small)
are taxed at higher rates they raise the cost of
goods, and eliminate jobs, in order to cover the
increase. So, while Obama has stated that he will
increase taxes on the rich, it is average Americans
that will pay the price.

On the matter of experience, with specific regard
to foreign policy experience, Barack Obama

has stated that he will meet with foreign leaders
without pre-conditions. During a time in which
anti-Bush Americans seem to place extraordinary
importance on the opinions of foreign leaders,
France’s president, Nicolas
Sarkozy, recently stated
that Obama'’s views on Iran
are “utterly immature,” and,
“formulations empty of all
content.” It seems only fair
that Barack Obama be held
to the same litmus test of
world-opinion as George
W. Bush. That Obama has
not yet taken office, and

is already being criticized
as having an “immature”
view of a country that
recently threatened to use
suicide bombers against
the United States, and

that continues to try and
develop nuclear weapons,
is disconcerting to say the
least. Vice President-elect
Joe Biden was reportedly
picked as Obama’s running
mate to boost his foreign
policy credibility. In Joe Biden’s debate with Sarah
Palin, he claimed that the United States, with the
help of France, drove Hezbollah out of Lebanon,

a claim that is laughably false. At the beginning of
the Iraq war, Biden inexplicably proposed that Iraq
be divided into three smaller countries. Prior to
Obama winning the nomination, both Hillary Clinton
and Joe Biden stated publicly that Barack Obama
lacked the experience necessary to lead this
country, with Joe Biden going so far as to say that
he would be “honored to run with John McCain.”
Hillary Clinton famously stated, “Senator McCain
will bring a lifetime of experience to the campaign
and Senator Obama will bring a speech that he
gave in 2002. | think that is a significant difference.”

Barack Obama has a history of questionable
associations, and as is the case with any president
I think it only fair to question those associations.
Bill Ayers, a member of the domestic terrorist
organization, Weather Underground, is at minimum
an associate of Barack Obama. Ayers is a self-
confessed communist, and he participated in a
series of anti-war bombings in the 60s and 70s. On
September 11, 2001, Ayers stated that he had no
regrets about his part in the bombings, and wished
he had done more with regard to his violent anti-
war movement. Prairie Fire, the manifesto of the
Weather Underground, was written by Bill Ayers,
his wife, Bernardine Dohrn, and other members

of the Weather Underground. Among others, the
manifesto is dedicated to “political prisoner” Sirhan
Sirhan. fer ;
Sirhan Sirhan assassinated Robert F. Kennedy.

Barack Obama wrote a positive review for Bill
Ayers’ book, A Kind and Just Parent: The Children

Senator John McCain [Associated Press]

by Shana Latimer

A MCCAIN SUPPORTER

of Juvenile Court, and served with him on The
Annenberg Challenge Project, which sought

to improve education. Ironically, the Weather
Underground implored children to, “Bring the
revolution home. Kill your parents.” Obama not
only associated with Ayers professionally, but also
socialized with Ayers and his wife, which leads to
another of Obama’s associations, Rashid Khalidi.
In addition to being a distinguished scholar, Rashid
Khalidi is a known anti-Semite, and advocate

for the PLO, at times speaking on behalf of the
organization. Rashid Khalidi and his wife, Mona,
held a fund raiser for Obama in 2000. Obama

is on record as saying that he enjoyed Khalidi’s
company, and meals prepared by Khalidi’s wife.
Barack and Michelle Obama, along with Bill
Ayers and Bernardine Dohrn, attended a party

for Rashid Khalidi in 2003. In the last few weeks
of the presidential campaign,
it was revealed that the LA
Times had a tape which
showed the events of the

now infamous 2003 Khalidi
party. When members of the
press demanded that the
tape be turned over for public
consumption, the LA Times
referenced an article published
in May of this year, which
described what was seen on
the tape. When pressed further
to hand over the tape, the

LA Times said they couldn’t
because they were protecting
their source.

When asked about his
associations with Ayers and
Khalidi, Obama dismissed both
by saying that neither Ayers
nor Khalidi were advising him
on policy decisions. Take

a moment and imagine a world in which John
McCain frequently associated and socialized with
Eric Robert Rudolph who, in his protest against
abortion, bombed abortion clinics, or if McCain had
befriended the authors of a book whose dedication
included an assassin; imagine, for a moment, that
John McCain ate dinner with, and attended parties
for, someone that frequently denigrated Africa and
her citizens. | doubt that McCain would be given
the benefit of the doubt about those associations.
One thing is for certain: If John McCain had
socialized with a man that had (as Ayers did)
bombed the United States Capitol, the Pentagon,
the State Department, and the home of a United
States Supreme Court Justice, and if McCain

had befriended someone actively involved in the
denigration of Israel, | wouldn't have voted for such
a man.

Without sounding too cliché or token, | have fought
against racism whenever | have encountered it.
With great earnestness | have tried to learn and be
compassionate about the very real tragedies and
oppression that African Americans have faced in
this country. And, yet, in the course of this election,
and in its aftermath, | have been accused of being
a racist simply because | supported the man |
believe most qualified for the job. | find myself
afraid to speak out, and yet convicted to speak

up. | find myself wondering how the world would
react to a “My President is white again” T-shirt

after Obama’s term or terms in office have expired,
should a white man be elected. In the aftermath of
this election | hope that the mistakes of the past will
not be repeated in ways that seem different but are
ultimately the same.

<5 )
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Where were You?
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CLAYTON STATE
= "UNIVERSITY
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CSU'’s Reaction to the 2008 Presidential Election Results by Denise West

The historic election of 2008 concluded with Barack Obama being elected the
first African American President of the United States. While the polls were
tallying results, a group of friends and | watched the outcome together, as we
had done in previous elections. One friend who is a confident, manly, 32 year
old black male silently cried as the final numbers were being tallied. My brother
and | sat in jubilation.

One of the primary reasons that | am happy about the results is because

my international travels over the last two years revealed that people in other
countries are heavily entrenched in US politics. The questions and debates that
| fielded from some residents of Jamaica and England actually made me come
home and reevaluate and brush up on my political knowledge. So when it was
announced that Barack Obama hadbecome President elect | shed a few tears
of joy for the future, for the possibilities, and for the people of other countries
who were staunch Obama supporters.

This election has pulled out a chair for U.S. citizens of every race. If a person
has the desire to serve in any political capacity, then at this time in history

our society has opened its arms for CHANGE. | enjoyed seeing the crowds

at Grant park in Chicago, and Times Square in New York city primarily due

to the fact that those in attendance were of diverse economical, cultural and
race backgrounds, which is one of the highlights of Obama’s campaign. | was
emotionally moved to see people from these diverse backgrounds publically
crying with joy for this historical accomplishment.

| had an opportunity to speak with a few people on the Clayton State University
campus the day after the election and | was in agreement with some, and also

humored by some of their responses:

Fetide e ik ok e

WHERE WERE YOU WHEN YOU 1ST HEARD THE PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION RESULTS?

| Chevonder: [English Literature Major] | was amongst my peers at
™ Clayton Place Apartments

Wesly: [Biology Major] Sleeping, because | was trying to get overa cold (my

brother knocked on the door-to tell me the results.)

Audreianna: | was with my sisters!

Jay: [CSU Employee] At home with my son...

Kelvin: [Education Major] Driving home from CSU ... thanks to Dr.
Tate.

Gina: [Education Major] At home.'My mom called with the results.

Bridgemon: [Political Science Major] At a club.

Naomi: [Education Major] At home with my family.

Huy: [Management Major] At home, glued onto CNN.

WHAT WAS YOUR REACTION TO THE RESULTS?

Chevonder: [English Litérature Major] | was so overwhelmed. |
started shouting “Obama Ya'll” with the residents of Clayton Place.

Audreianna: Screaming to the top of my lungs - “YAY, Obama is

our President. He won.” :
A1)

Jay: [CSU Employee] Very shocked and happy.

R THE BENT TREE

Gina: [Education Major] | knew it was going to be Obama.

Bridgemon: [Political Science Major] | can’t believe this is real.

Naomi: [Education Major] | was very happy and truly ready for the
change Obama is going to bring.

Huy: [Management Major] Content and surprised by the landslide
win by Obama.

Gene: [Middle School Education Major & veteran] Exhilaration.

WHAT TASK DO YOU THINK PRESIDENT OBAMA SHOULD

HANDLE FIRST?
Wesly: [Biology Major] Economy

Jay: [CSU Employee] Economy

Bridgemon: [Political Science Major] Economy and Healthcare

Huy: [Management Major] The economy and Wall Street

Gene: [Middle School Education Major & veteran] The economy
and tax breaks for the middle class £33 4 \

IF YOU WERE A CHILD GROWING UP IN THE WHITEHOUSE WHAT
WOULD YOU WANT TO DO FIRST?

Gina: [Education Major] Go explore the Whitehouse!

Bridgemon: [Political Science Major] Carve my name on the wall .

Gene: [Middle School Education Major] Examine all the historical
monuments and the past.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THIS ELECTION NOW TELLS THE REST OF
THE WORLD ABOUT THE UNITED STATES?

Gene: [Middle School Education Major & veteran] Anyone can rise
up from any situation, live an honest life, accomplish any dream,
and accomplish anything in America.

WHo po You THINK PRESIDENT ELECT OBAMA SHOULD
IMMEDIATELY APPOINT TO HIS CABINET?

Wesly: [Biology Major] Colin Powell

Kelvin: [Education Major] Professor Shirley Mills, CSU education
department.

Gene: [Middle School Education Major & veteran] Governor

Richardson as Secretary of State, and Colin Powell as Secretary of
Defense.
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DUCK POOP
What is with all the duck poop? | sometimes feel like | am playing a game of
“Dodge the Poop” as | walk from the Music Building to the UC. What are you
people feeding these birds and how do we get them to go away? Have you
seen the geese? They are just down right mean. It seems we have a good
case of the survival of the fittest, featuring ... The Humans v/s The Birds.

- Poop Dodgers

either directly or indirectly.

Which part of don'’t feed the ducks can’t people get. They put in signs.... in
CAPITALS! - Read it and weep

SPAM

O.k., | know there have been updates to our e-mail recently (supposedly for
the better). But, has anyone else received 1,001 Spam e-mail soliciting funds/
help overseas? | never had this problem before the efforts to improve our
service. Apparently change is not always good. - Disappointed Techie

PARKING

It's like playing musical cars trying to get a parking space. Your only option is
to journey to the other side of the lake and hope that a.) you get one and b.)
you can survive the perilous trek back to civilization. - I. B. Tired

DINING HALL
Please Sir, may | just have some fries. Really, like we have time to sit down
and eat all we care to everyday. | just want to run in grab some fries or a slice
‘of pizza and run to class trying not to choke as | scarf them down.

- On the Run

Is it me or has the quality of the food degraded since they started mass
producing? - Dis Satisfied

There is not much healthy eating done in the Laker Dining Hall unless you're
a rabbit and can survive on salads because even the soups look like a heart

attack waiting to happen. - No Bugs Bunny

JAZZMAN’S

I am sick and tired of standing in a line of 12 or more people waiting for my

T}he ove D@c’co

We want to know what get's YOU bent! Send your comments and vents to: Vent@thebenttree.org

The views expressed below are not necessarily those of The Bent Tree and we accept no responsibility for the views or opinions expressed below,

mocha, with 10 minutes or less to get to class. Why do they only have one
person cashing and preparing when there are 12 people in line at peak times,
but 2-3 working when the place is almost empty?

- Tired of Waiting

When this place opened | had high hopes, but seriously they have no pastries
that don’t pay homage to the sugar deities. Even the banana nut muffins
without the sugar top are uber sweet. - 2 Sweet

SUB CONNECTION

Having to pay $1.29 more if | want to make my sandwich a wrap. | doubt
wraps cost that much and are they subtracting the cost of the bread I’'m not
using? - Sub Dis-connected

S.A.C CAFE

$.99 cents for a bag of Doritos? - Broke & Hungry

Caesar Salad, Caesar Wrap... Down with Caesar!!!! Give us more choices!
- Brutus

Wrap at Jazzman'’s $4.59, wrap at S.A.C Café $4.99... and what is priceless:
you still have to pay $.50 cents for your salad dressing. - Dress This

Soggy sandwiches... ick who puts the mayo on a sandwich, when you don’t
know when it's gonna be sold? - Soggy No More

THE HUB
Having to wait 5 hours to hear, “ We're sorry your problem can’t be fixed.”
- Bad Connection

Computer technology, minus the Mac!?! | thought this was the year of change.
- Mac-Less

SMOKING

Which part of 30 feet away from the building ya’ll don’t get? This is college,
I'm sure ya'll should know how to count. Just cause ya'll into slow suicide
don’t mean | am. - Al B. Breathright

The Love Doctor wants to help: email your ques-
tions to: LoveDoctor@thebenttree.org

Dear Love Doctor, :
| like this guy but my friends call him a metro sexual and he has a
man purse. I'm a pretty laid back girl and I’'m more of a jeans and
tee kinda person. I’'m not sure what | should do, | think he’s cool
and smart but I'm afraid he won’t be into a casual person like me.
What should | do? 4

From Comfy gurl

Dear Comfy gurl,

Try to approach Mr. Metro and ask him to go to Waffle House
for some breakfast. This way you can ask leading questions
in a public environment and not feel so awkward. Start off
with “are you dating anyone?”

Hey Love Doctor
I really dig this chick in my Critical Thinking class, she’s got all the
answers and makes A’s and stuff on all our exams. | like a smart
girl but | don’t know how to approach her, she real cute too.
What you think | should do?

From Back row brotha

Dear Back Row Brotha,

Critical Thinking is quite a challenging class. The first thing |
would do is study what an implicit inferential claim is. Speak about
it during class. This is sure to catch Ms. Criticals’s attention. Then
try to setup a study session.

THE BENT TREE

Dear Love Doctor,

I've been crushing on this soccer player for months now but he’s

like so cool and like really handsome. We have a class together

and | like always stare at him, | think he might think I'm like

stalking him or something. And | just like, like him but not like

stalker like him, like he’s hot like him. So like what do | do?
From Soccer Fan

Dear Soccer Fan,

Let's start off by not like staring at Mr. Soccer so much. It like
really comes across as you being Ms. Stalker. Go to a game
and like make up a cheer for him from the stands. If he doesn't
respond to you the next day, like it just wasn’t meant to be.

Love Doctor,

My boyfriend is a rat but | love him. He makes me so angry, It’s
like that song Beyonce sang he’s always flirting with other girls
whenever we go out. | tell him he’s disrespecting me but he
doesn't get it. He can be the sweetest guy but when we go to the
club he turns into Mr. Rat. Should | leave him?

From Rat Tamer

Dear Rat Tamer,

Only you can decided if you want to leave Mr. Rat but | will tell
you a couple things. Have you met Mr. Rat’s parents? Is Mr. Rat
disrespectful towards them. If Mr. Rat is not able to respect you
when you go out to the club to shake a tail-feather, he doesn't
sound like a winner. Are you willing to live with yourself being
disrespected?

©
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Dr. Deering Speaks on FOST T RAUMATIC DISORDER

Dr. catherine Deering, Professor
of Psychology at CSU, was
interviewed on August 20, for a
new documentary about Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
in war veterans.

Dr. Deering is a clinical
psychologist, working with patients
of all ages who suffer from various
psychological problems. For

the last 20 years, she has been
working primarily with combat
veterans who have Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD). 17 of
those years, she was at the Atlanta
VA Medical Center in Decatur.

One of her former doctoral
students, who worked as an intern
at the VA, recommended her to be
interviewed by, independent film
maker, John Clower. Clower, who
has worked for over 36 years in
broadcasting (at various locations
such as Walt Disney, GA Power
Co., and Lockheed) was interested
in helping vets with PTSD, so

he teamed up with long-time
activist Reid Jenkins who has
been affiliated with Greenpeace,
Amnesty International, and the Vets
for Peace chapter in Atlanta).

The untitled documentary will
soon be completed and presented

to a viewing panel at GPTV for
possible airing in the near future.
Dr. Deering feels that it was an
honor for her to contribute to this
documentary and says, “It is of
utmost importance that the public
be made aware of what the PTSD
symptoms are. Once recognized,
treatment can be sought and the
healing will begin.”

Dr. Deering has discovered PTSD
symptoms unique to each war.
Some of the veterans of WWII and
Korea have had heavily delayed
reaction. When these veterans
first returned from war, they were
met with a grand welcome home;
then they fell back into their
respective jobs on the farm or in
the business world. It wasn’t until
their retirement, that many of them
began to suffer from a flood of
repressed memories, which caused
severe depression.

Many of the veterans returning
from Vietnam were “unwelcome”
and became addicted to drugs.
The drug use was an unrecognized
symptom of PTSD that caused
them to self-medicate with alcohol
and other substances. This caused
a cascading effect that led to job
loss, homelessness, and further
difficulties with their families,
causing chronic PTSD.

Dr. Deering sees special

differences between those veterans
who had fought in the jungle, as
with the Vietnam vets, and those
who fought in the desert, such as
Desert Storm, Afghanistan, and
Irag. She also notes differences
between those who fought using
guerilla warfare verses those who
fought from a tank. She sees many
Iraq and Afghanistan veterans who
suffer from head injuries caused

by Improvised Explosive Devices
(IEDs) and amputees who would
normally not

by B. Fortier

patients. Dr. Deering says, “The
[veteran] needs to be allowed

to talk about the horrors of their
experience and discuss it in
detail to someone who they feel
is confident enough to be able to
tolerate such descriptions.”

When asked how she can handle
such a tremendous task and
responsibility she replies that is
possible , “If you're dedicated
and work hard at being present

survive the blast but
do because of the
strength of the body
armor.

There had been no
diagnosis for PTSD
available for these

“It is of utmost importance that the
public be made aware of what the
PTSD symptoms are. Once recognized,
treatment can be sought and the
healing will begin.’

4

veterans, until the
1980’s. Even then, at times, the
veterans were misdiagnosed.

Over the years, Dr. Deering
has seen a tremendous change
in the types of treatments

that are now available to war
veterans. Psychiatrists currently
avoid prescribing anti-anxiety
medications because it has
been proven to be highly
addictive. Antidepressants and
psychotherapy are currently the
treatments of choice for most

-- it is painful but it's important to
heal.” Then adds, “And | take care
of myself.” She has a supportive
family and system within the
psychology community. She walks
her dog every morning, listens to
music and meditates.

Dr. Deering urges, “Anyone who
might suffer or know of anyone
who suffers should seek help
immediately because there is help
available.”

Dr. HATFIELD PRESENTS

by B. Fortier

THE ConsTiITUTION AND Civic ENcAGEMENT AT CSU

Dr. Gene Hatfield is a CSU professor
of History who retired this Summer after
contributing 32 years to the University.
Dr. Hatfield returned on Monday,
September 15, 2008 to address the
campus during “Constitution Week.” He shared his thoughts about the
celebration during his speech appropriately entitled, “The Constitution
and Civic Engagement.”

Dr. Hatfield opened his speech by telling his audience, made up of
students and professors, that even though it is a difficult time for
America, post 9/11, it is critical that we continue to develop together
as a strong, healthy nation. To meet this challenge, it is each of our
responsibility to engage ourselves with the constitution, on a personal
basis, as the “living, breathing document” it was created to be, by our
great Founding Fathers.

Dr. Hatfield described West Virginia’s Senator Robert C. Byrd’s
proposal to implement a holiday to recognize the United States’
Constitution. Senator Byrd hopes that the holiday will help American
students learn how to keep the Constitution inextinguishable in each
of their lives and advise them how to apply it toward the betterment of
their grand nation. Senator Byrd has also recognized the fact that many
Americans are not familiar with the nation’s document.

In order to promote a regeneration of pauiotism, in light of 9/11, he
has proposed a program that would require all Federal Agencies,

receiving Federal funds, to “celebrate the Constitution”.

The date that chosen to celebrate the Constitution is September 17,
Citizen’s Day. This holiday commemorates the day that our Founding
Fathers affixed their signatures to the Constitution and submitted it for
ratification. Here, at CSU, we join 230 other universities participating
in a week long “Celebrate the Constitution” learning fest.

Dr. Hatfield reminded us that, “Our Founding Fathers were made up
of young, energetic, experienced, educated men who... believed in a
person’s natural rights, not to have a monarchy, and to have limited
government. This was a radical, new government, existing no where
else in the world ... it was written and ratified at a critical period of
history.” Dr. Hatfield also stated, “It allowed risk-taking of a higher
order. No one knew what this new government would be like.”

In closing, Dr. Hatfield expressed his hope that even though the United
States is currently experiencing tough times, that “this too shall pass.”
“We have a challenge,” he said, “We must nurture the political process
and believe again that politics are important. 9/11 reminded us of our
interdependence with each other. It is [at] a time like this that we need
a stable constitution in order to survive as a nation.”

Dr. Hatfield was presented with a framed copy of the original

document, the “Instrument of Ratification”, executed by Georgia at the
ratification convention. '
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NEW ON CAMPUS 1

Inide Laker Tl

Clayton State University is changing each and every day. One

of Clayton’s newest additions to its campus is Laker Hall, the -
university’s first residence hall. The 431 bed facility houses.
CSU'’s freshmen population and a small number of transfer
students and upperclassmen. Laker Hall also offers multiple
amenities for student use such as a Game Room, a Theatre
Room, and multiple study lounges for educational activities.

by B. Carzo

The new residence hall has a staff of 17 Resident Assistants
that were chosen from over 500 applicants. These Resident
Assistants were chosen because of their strong leadership
skills. The residence hall itself appears to have much to offer
students, but some have criticized it noting flaws that reveal
the building’s speedy development. One look at any of the
stairwells will show large cracks, and a lack of polish due to
rushed construction.

Laker Hall, Clayton State’s New Dormitory

The building also lacks some of the amenities that it advertises

in flyers and on its website. The “Convenience Store” which Laker Hall is a new construction and is still undergoing multiple
is located on the main floor of Laker Hall advertises it will changes. With this, there is a certain amount of issues that are
provide midnight snacks and intercontinental breakfast items to be expected. We as the student body can only hope that

to students. However, it currently only provides an “Under these problems will be dealt with in an orderly fashion by the
Construction” sign with the completion time set for Spring Laker Hall Management and Maintenance teams. Clayton State
Semester 2009. There is also a security station still under University is evolving as a school, and it is in the hands of the
construction that is intended to house one of the members of students, faculty and staff to assist it with this process.

Public Safety once it is completed.

Students and faculty now have a choice when dining at
Clayton State with recent changes to the Lakeside Hall
and the addition of Pizza Hut and Sub-Connection.

The Lakeside Dining Hall is now a place where students,
faculty, and staff can enjoy an all-you-care-to-eat buffet.
On the weekends, a person can enjoy a wide selection

of hot foods, fruits, and pastries, during the breakfast and
brunch times. Belgian waffles are an recent addition to
the menu. The lunch and dinner menu items include a
salad bar, brick-oven pizza, sandwiches and wraps, grilled
items, the hot line, desserts, and beverages.

H L

The dining hall offers meal plans for faculty and staff for
five dollars or less per visit. Meal plans may be purchased
in the Laker Card Center, which is located on the bottom
floor of the University Center.

Pizza Hut and Sub Connection are located across from
the Hub in the University Center. Their hours of operation
are 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Chloe Wynn, a student at Clayton
State says, “I'm glad about the change. | just wish it
could’ve been sooner.”

For more information about the Lakeside Dining Hall,
meal plans, and other dining locations can be found at
 http://auxiliaries.clayton.edu/diningservices.htm.
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Students joined together on the banks of Clayton State University’s
lake this past September 11 for a candle light vigil to remember those
who lost their lives in the tragic events that occurred on this same
date in 2001.

Uplifting music filled the ears of those at the vigil as they focused on
those who were affected most on that horrific day, seven years ago.
Although most students were smiling, there was a certain somberness
lurking in the air.

The vigil began with the Pledge of Allegiance and was followed by
Avis Adams singing a beautiful rendition of the National Anthem.
As students talked among themselves, they each recalled their
whereabouts at the time the first tower was hit and of how the world
as many new it was changed.

Many students felt honored to participate in this remembrance and
were glad that so many others had taken time out to join them. This

was the second year the vigil had been put together to remember
those who lost their lives on 9/11, and even though there was an
intimate turnout, it had grown from the year before.

“I think it's a wonderful thing. I'm glad the school takes the time to
pay homage to those who died in 9/11. Every year it gets better,”
explained Ashley Carlisle, a returning participant.

Sunita Canton was